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actual ficures. He vondored if thic sort of anpronch had our
approval, '

0  Dr Ussola spoke about the future of sterling in an enlargec
Comaunity.  UDocause of the Comaunity's agreeuent in princinie

to work torords o unified currency as part of European econonic and
monetary union, it would not be nossible for any particular cur-
rency of the Comaunity to be used as a resarve currency. 1he
Unitod Kinodon had recoonised this. There were now tuo questions.
First, would the enlarced Community have 2 roserve currency of
its omn? Some peonle thoucht it should not; and certainly it
¥as not a matter for the fssuing authorities to decide. The
second question vns vhothor it would bé in the intorests of the
enlarned Comaunity that the ox members of the sterling area
should rravitate round Curopean econouic and wonetary union.

Dr Ossoia thousht the answer to both questions should be ves.
Thero wore tuo ways of dealing with the future of the sterling
halances: either they could be taken over by the vorld nonetary
community, nerhans anainst an issus of SDRs; or else they could
be used as the Toundation of The Curopean Reserve Fund,

1 Sicnor Donbassei said that the Italian delesation in Orussels
were vary conscious of the needs of the timetable. ilo progross
had been made at the latest neeting of the Six over susar or
iiow Zealand., The Italian view was that it was iwortant to think
of the needs of the enlarced Comaunity as a whole. Une could not
determine now procisely what decisions the enlarced Coununity
night make ine fow years time. As for the Gritish contribution
o the budget the need was to find o foroula which would enable
- Britain to start frou 2 plausible figure; thereafter the pro-
~should be parzholic not linear.
ward the Italian delesation had been working to
and practica] solutions. e hopnily g 8
the idoas which had boen oxpressed ot this
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flow Zoaland dairy nroducts, sumar, our contribution to the budoet -
were essentially agricultural; and since we had alroady accepted
the common agricultural policy they should not be too difficult

!n solve. Uz had six wecke before the ilinisterial ucoting in

fiay and we muet uso that tim o to the best adventage. | the
Community vas able to make nrogress on any particular issue, then
he honed it would renort it to a neeting of the Deputies rather
than keen an nceeunt of it in reserve for the iinisterial necting.
He had beon interosted to hear what Sicnors Guazzaroni and Uom-
bassoi had said about the Connunity doveloping o common attitude
to the cuestion of financo. It was richt that the Comaunity
should nou make counter nroposals - cven thouch for the tino
beinn these wicht only be confined to principles. Un the whole,
vo would find it fairly casy to accept the princinles now under
discussion amena the Six. A parabola was 21l richt so long as it
di¢ not «¢ too hizh in the fifth year. Full use should also be
aacs of the throe vear period of correctives, [t should not be
usal solely os a means of ractifying any wistoke wace in assoss-
ina the level of our contribution for the definitive stage. lior
did we nocossarily want to rule out soue jum at the end.

16 5ir © G'ileill said that we nust also moke progress with the
other cuostions. Canital movements was one: there were Comauni ty
directives about this to which we would nead to confora, (And
this question should be distinguished fronm the general issues of
the reserve role of storling and the sterling balances.) Then
there were the Euronean Investuent Bank, toriff quotas and
aoricultural transition. Cn this last point we hoped the Comm-
unity would soon have now material to give us. while it ms
imortant that wve should moke progross in these next six wooks,
nore fmportant still that the Comwnity should not make

als to ue. I faruol fad spokon of tho "ganoral bal-
dvantage": 1 we stuck to that concept all pro-
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Italy quan froa the Anglo-Italian doclaration of 1950 that the
United Kinodon sharod hor viows ahout the noot! for develonments in
this dirsction, This mes also imortant in the defence sector.
Eurone needed the Anericon allinnco; but at thesao time it must
take 1 its omn rosnonsibilitios in that alliance and nlay a oore
uthoritative rolo. The unity of Euronc was a vital factor not
only for vorld equilibriva, but also for peuilibriun within
Curopo, /s far as institutions wore concorned, the Fronch had
recently ragdesomo rather vacue sucoostions, and these wore now
under discussion. Cut no concusions could be reached without
Oritain, The present arrancononts for nolitical consuliations
among the Ten wero cuuborsone; but Signor Horo thounht thoy had
cpercted fately successiully.

12 e Rippon eaid that he vas olad thot Signor ioro had onded
on a politieal noto, It put oattors in the riahit perspactive.
ared with the creation of a widor Yest Curopean Comaunity, the
?m leas of the transitional pariod seomed very sanll indoed.
he whole foundation of the llost Europesn A11iance wos contained
in the Drussols Treaty, and in its threo clements - military
cconomic and political co-operation. The 4lliance needed all
three eloments. Tho purpose of Oritish policy was to build w
tion over the whole field. It was importont that Europe
should have its own influonce and its cwn conabilities. (L. Jid
not _mmian m t"g a;dadlfla on the Ilnrthtﬂtlﬁtin ﬁlﬁinngna;ﬂ
~ Europe simly r proper part, vas thore
~ essen .j!l.?o mlming grht wﬁ occtives more political onos,
- we had re-affirved thot inglo-1talian declaration; =nd recontly
~ dir lleath had spoken of the mai_hﬂit{ of develoning now insti-
tut P new purposes. The Comwnity, as we saw it, would not
tic croation, 1t mould develep - for examlo in the soc-
¢, in oducation, in rocional _l_.iiign:d here wa looked
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truly integrated lestern Europe, le should also link with it, as
full nmenbers or as associats meabers, all those other ocuntriecs
that belorzed to the Curonoon fanily,
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The Rt Hon Geoffrey Rippon QC MF  Signor Moro
HE Sir Patrick Hancock HS Signor Manzini

" Mr. Tickell Interpreter

Signor Moro asked about the state of British
public opinion with regard to the i nesgotiztimms.
In Brussels people were often pessimistic cbout it,
and this affected their attitudes. He woas not
jnclined to worry unduly about the present French
position. The French wers Inweterate negotiators.

seid thst British public opinion used
- =W*mmmmufmmsmm
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that the forthcoming Ministerisl meeting in May should
not make some promress,

3. Signor Moro cangratulated ifr. Ripnon on the
firmmess and flexdbility with which he was conducting

the negotiations. He had a high respect for the
British Govermment's European resolution in view of
the state of its public opinion. He had hoped for an
agreement. on suger on 16 March but the rrench had
blocked this for their own negotisting purvoses.
He did not believe that the French wers working towards
a new velo, but were simply negotiating in their usual
way. He was sure that all would come right in the end:
the consequences of failure would be very serious for
gveryone, Mpr, Rippon said that we had accepted the
principles which everyone had described to us as
fundamental, the Treaty of Rome, the common agricultural
policy, the Community's direct incomes system, ete.
There now remained a few narrow issues. Ve had to have
- good settlements on New Zealand dairy products and
~ Sugar i‘mn the 'davelﬁping Gcmmaalth countriss, and

HE mit.ad tha Gmmitaf'
] ,_;dt.*a us on 2 February.
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hazardous. Mr, Ripoon said he could not overestimate
the importance of reasmable settlements ol New Zealand
diary products and sugar. As regerds New Zealond

we simply could not accept that access for New Zealand
dairy products should end with the transitional period.
We had to have an arrsngement which, while it might

not, last for sver, was continuous end subject to review.
Zvidence of sympathy for New Zealand was esseatlol.

The problem of sugar was less seriovs. t could ba
solved even if the French did start such larss o8
groundnuts.  As regards the British contribution to
Commmity finance, it was important to stop worrying
about the figure for the first year. Perhaps our
contribution in the second year, which would come very
Em, would be more 1mp0r’bant..
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SELGILGE CONNERGATION (FTFCY
NiE CHCELLUR OF THE DUCHY UF LiwGISTER
aill THE ITALIAL PREE 10 1STER
PALAZZU GUIGT, RGIE 29 §5.4CH, 1971 at 10 00 hrs
The Rt Hon Geoffrey Rinnon Sizner Coloubo
WG, W HE Signor fianzini

HE Sir Patrick “Hancock RGiG Sicnor Guazzaroni
Sir C U'ieill 31:ﬂDP bottai
i Tickell (Interorctor)
1 Sicnor Colombo asked how things were nonerally in Oritoin.

Uas the internnl situ-tion enluer? i Rinnon snid that thince
often looked worse ahroad than ther really wers. The Governoont
had stuck firmly to its intention io pass the Industrial Relations
Bill, and g alrerd}r retting rosults in its offorts to restrnin
1nﬂatitm hs for pubiic attitudes toverds the current necotin-
tions for enlargencnt of the Community, nconls were affectod by
tro vetnes ~nd ton years of frustratod dﬂla“ both the Govern-
ment and the Curopeon tovenent had now la aunched cripaicns to
imrove public undsrstanding about Eurcne.  Dut profound chonzes
in public feoling more unlikely hefore real suceass vas achioved.
Hence the imortonce of the noxt ilinisterial weeting in iiay.
?o—-gna uuuld afford this weeting to end as mrerrdinglu as the
'ﬂ-E- mal

2 Signor Coloubo said that in spite of the difficulties the
- general feel ,mg the Six wos lm:h better than in the past,
The vernuent remained firol nptiaistin. The noootia-

seoned to lm r :mint of stalmta.
) made tl m‘t mﬁ :;-_ 1§ '
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knew in advance would be unacceptable, hut tive ws oing by and o
had to mnake npo Jress in llay. So far it vas Dritain who hod onde
all the moves: we hnd accoptod the Trenty of flono, we had
aceepted the comon aricultural nolicy, and wo had ~ceontol the
direct income systaw. 1t would be nbeurd if wo corld not ponch
agreement on the few issues on which we wers sctually nocotintin:.

J _ Signor Colooho said that the unjor difficulty was over finance.
lir Ripnon said Tt The problen vas essentially transitional. The
Gritish had to start lov in order to nitigate the fmediate imoct
and avoid an excessive burden which could damace the Comumity os
well as Dritain. lie had to keop 2 balance of wutual advantaza.
Sicnor Colombo said that he had recently heard French and Gornon
views on the subject, The French thoucht cur oménino bid of 35
ridiculous. This was a typical French attitude and should not be
taken too sericusly, Chancollor Drandt and he had aoreed that the
French vier that cur proposals were not even worth discussiny vos
insincere. Certainly the Dritish pronosals were 2 basis for dis-
cussion. i Rippon said that he found this.sort of arguuont venry-
inc and indecd €illy in viow of the size of the issuss ot stake,
giznor CGolombo agrood. lio asked what vo thousht vere the Comais-
sions pronosals in this resneet. i Rinnon said thot the first
ras no good at all but the sccond vas beffer. I wo had beoen
negutiafing vith the Italian Jovernnent, whose symathy and sup-
port we creatly anpreciatod, thic necotiations would have Leon con-
cluded lonz 258, Sicnor Solabo agroet. i hippon said thet the
actual sumc in cucstion wore Tinv for the Conaunity but imortant
for Britain. The Tonger ve went on disarreaing nublicly about thie
:ﬂ:i:nra lasting daunge would bo done i we did not reoch o getile-

he sa:d he F?ﬁl};nd the fingnuiil burden which
Lomwnity would imose upon Gritain. The prosent
1 aust also have bad effects, [0 ws wﬂm
groatly heln the British ecomowy. 1t wouic
. b Lippon said thet the Prime liinistor
il Eﬂl‘:.i 2 AN tmm
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The Gomaunity nov had to cone towards us on the aquastions which

mere of saranount nolitical imortance to Oritain, in narticular

dew Zealand dairy nroducts and Goowonveal th sunar, Sicner Colonbo

agreed. e did not think llow Zealand would turn out I5 0o & very
groat problen, In the ten yoars of the Comuunity's exporicnes, he

b dtﬁﬂﬁﬂ qreater problens resolved and had no doubt this one would
g 100.

5 lir Rippon sa'd the Italian Government would oreatly heln if
they could urge the neod for substantial progress in oy, Tioe had
boen set aside for it, and we could not simly sit and Took at oxch
other. Ue had to rork out a settlement betwesn friends and allics
and not behave as 1F Dritain had to sign some sort of peace treaty.
oignor Colombo said that the Italian Governuenc cartainly did not
sog the ullimate agreensnt as a ncace treaty. The general probleous
of arincinle underlrinz the nejotiations had alread’ buen surncunted,
as kir Rippon hinsal? had well said. The arincinal reunining
obstacle was tho transitional arranceusnts for finonco, ond the
doadlock between tha narties over percentaces. Doth now had to
prgvent this bocoming a sort of cangrene, which could infoct ather
questions and moke nspttlenent imossiblo. It was very unwiso to
speak of a brenk-noint in a nagotiation of this kind. “For their
part the Italians vould do all that they poscibly could to per-

suace their partners to arrive quickly at a reasonable solution.
oignor Colonlo said that ho would now sav vhat no-one dared

0
g{. lie would be indiscrect, The common arricultural nolicy could
-",_r‘ .

€0 on for two ronsons: firet because it wns usin: up far too
 of t e Conmunity's internal rosources; and sccondly bocauso
ons were not mado to it there was 2 serious risk of it
e which would affect Comnunity comiorco ns a whole,
> United States. This was one of the unenid
of British entry into the Conmunity
nssibilitios for the Community ns well
the fong run the British sharg of
3 ais .;I!'L_.-.'.‘. rtic io,‘ .
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agricultural nolicy becnuse ve realised that, in bir ikrold Vilson's
words, it was not nocotiable. [liat was imortant forus wns the
shene and size of the final budnet. The Comuission had snid thnt
our receints micht work out neorer to 154 than G4, e hoped the
Commission wore rinht. Ho also hoped that we would soon bg able
to moke nrogress on Coununity Finance when the Comwnity follover
w its prouise of 2 February with nositive oroposals, 1t vac
{mortant that the Commumity's ilons should be conveyed to us well
shead of the next ilinistorial nosting to Jive us tine to think
ahout then. Above all the nartics to the nesotintions should not
continue to hagcle over the price of a carpet which would eventually
belong to all of theu.

8 Sicnor Golombo referred to the future of starling, and the
arospects for Luropean econcnic and wonetery union. L Kinnon
said that the nosition of the nresent Governmont s the same os
that of the last. Ua wore readv to co as far ond as fost as the
Comtiunity towards sconomic and monctary union. e velcomed the
nrincinles of the lerner plan ond cccepted that with mombershin
we should ingvitahly move away frou our present arran_ eents.
Successive Chancollors of the Exchoquor hed made it clear thet
thoy were not necessarily attached to the present reserve role of
sterlino, The nroblem of the sterling balancos was essentially
sractical. e were ready to discuss these matters but not in the
Orussels market place. lieetinas should tele nlace souerhere olse
and be tichtly restrictod: perhaps thoy should be attended by
Finznce iiinisters and Gevarnors of Uentral Dankis.  The Coumunity
should not forcet that vhatover our own views mizht be, we had to
respoct tho existing folders of storlinc.

e for auch discussions. e had to go vory carefully. i
| tin tho last nagotiations at § aa on
d to il Couvo do iurville thet surcly
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e

now out of the cinboard, g o saw it the problem had two aspects.
hera was no denying that the oxistenco of the sterling balances
could be a problean 1o the Couowunity ones Dritain we o mombor, 1%
wuld Y in everyona's interosts, including Dritain's, if thesc
balances could o recuced or clininated, The sccond asnect voe the
reserve role of storling, Ik thought this should not be donlt nith
now but reserved for a Tator stane.

]_EI u_divon said he was not unduly worried by the fact thnt tlc
erench had raisod the problea, but the aanncr of their doin- so ~nd
the place thay had chosen were unfortnate. lio hioself would ot

20 89 far as {ir ifarold Lever who had ghiol that the sterlin~ lnl-
ances siould be elininzted altogether. Suriestions on the [undin:

of these lelamessor the creation of Euronean Siccial Dravin 1 Richis
might well be discussed but only in the oroper fora and not in the
necotiations in Orussels. The problea hnd to be hendled extremel y
carefully and discrestly. ilrexdy pamle in Encland were suqsesting
hat i Boegner's statement awountad to 2 new hut indirect Fronch
veto. Signor Colouto said that the nrobloms were dolicats ~nd tock-
nical and should be dealt with accorcingly. fiinisters of Finance
anc Governors of Central Danks mere used 1o koenins their wouthe
shut and rorking out practical answors to nrohlons of this kind.

ur Rinopon said that Sicnor Coloulo's o exnerience wuld be of the

greatest help, Siznor Golomho said that the Italians hod some
ideas which they muf?.' put forzard 2t the right place and tian.

11 sicnor Colonlo said ho was eroatly Tooking formard to his

visit to Loncon at tho ond of Juno. 1ls Tioped that by then =11 the
robless he and iir Ripnon hiad beon tiscussing would be on tho way
ﬂigim, it not solved, lle mould take the omartunity to ¢is-

£
v

$ e wiols rangs of problons with Chencellor Drandt, llorr School

r Schiller vhen he saw thow next reck. iir Rinon exarcssod

ce to Siznor Coloabo and his Eummm_n{_ﬁm I

ren and would cive in the negotiations. Ik also
tion of the r:;g uglw by Signor Ralfatti, the
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The Prime Minister wishes to be consulted in
e about

1 am

_ a copy of this letter to ie
H.E. Treasury). a8
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29 Wrch LU7L

The Prime Minister discn sed the yuustion ol &
mestia, with Presivent coanldog with tas roieigi
U COOL ORI L LLCleLily Uil Late GbWUS ULLS
ad Leifnuon, =Y Larci,

lpe Somues expladned thot sresice.t - waploou
Was now thinking In wonas ol & sy weeting. e
atmqfnh Lhls was seliled W 0ul G Lrgel
ctanletdiyg e major sart ol thu agguticticus by
the Sinmier, rresicent lcapidod viched L0 Haadle
this ninseli, wre vofues Wea surse tiot oo would
ratice Swe the nigutiations succceed tnan 1:dl.
His doabts were on two pelats; winethur rrecicent
foapidor hag tae plsht tuapersaont = Le hou nover
Known hinm jump a big fencs yel; anu sueumily tiw
| problem of dev Zealasd dally DIOGACls. wle OCHAGS
* voulu <ee no purpose io Precliuent rumpldon wenting
' omgeting caly W aave LU 1uil,

A nuber or pululs were made in discuassion.
without allusdag there L0 be & bruskdoun in lis
b the .'rlde sinister fresideat Puapicou
)y couclave e oo the beds st thore
o doP Luptiler discussiva. IC it was Kuowa
¢ hlnister and Uie Sresident vwers
AL W6 Lid Ol a0y uads would acld up
el t&a&: e JiX in aeye IU
i Lo weetdacs with tie Uik,
e muﬁ with Presicaat




IL was loportant Lo aveld this. Thers were two wiys
i0 which Lhis migat Do dons; wWie sy meslifg wila
Wig GAX cauld be usud 1ur selilasnt vl sgae o the
WINCE LSy O Jour Lome "lousening® o oll or @ost
OL Lo dluid. e laticr seuned s Deliul cuurcte
Uil L ieuiivat W o mesblilg buluoun Presiuent
PGipivon and e Frime Ligistes .aould be conaition:l
O Gl FMunen aereviiyg w oenule wie oy @eslli, S
wlith the 8i. S0 a8 tw avoid wo olouspiere of crisis.

It WaS e recd that the uestlon or the Prime
Hinistor Geetlig with Presicent Cowpduoa wouald deed
carcial Landling ia Lhu ciscussiouss wilh Herr bproait.
T6r'e was buans W L6 ciscuscion with llerr ramal 1
of L8 programae Llor the nuiotialions, bat there would
Do 00 660 I0r N6 £ride winistor Lo rovesl how lor
WO I token Our tQinKing. ofe Solfics Would wicla W
%Al LS rench io aovaice ol wilel W wire [0l W
8aY Lo Here sragt. .

At the cless of the mesting. it wus lest that o
IFUL tologPam of iastricidois Lo wre Junes would be
for rinnl copsiueration by the .rime dinisiwer
ppon'c retura W Louadod, with a vied W
i0le W spess ardier Lo i, Jubert

. |.J. !

U Lids letter to Tickell
auduy Lﬁiﬂﬁ}-
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TO IMMEDIATE F C O TELO 374 OF P7 MARCH 1971,

PERSONAL FOR SECRETARY OF STATE (COPY PERSONAL FOR PRIVE MINIGTER)

i CALLED ON THE SECRETARY=GENERAL AT THE CLYSEC © 27 MARCH. |

LED CFF BY REMARKING YD JORERT THAT THE LAST HI‘lIETE"’H.L KEETING DID
lm"f GET VYERY FAR, TO WHICH HE REPLIED "*WELL, WE DID NOY EXPECT 1T
Tﬂ. DIT WE?®' 1 SAID IT MWAS NEVERTHELESS IMPORTANT THAT THE

. IMPRESS 10N SHOULD SO0ON BE SIVEW OF MOVEMEYT ANED GOOD FAITH PRTVES

~ THAM OF STAGNATION AID BITTERNESS: HOW DID HE SEE TH14GS GOIG

2 IEIHEEH HOW AND THE MEXT MINISTERIAL MEETING AND 181 PARTICULAR wiiT
DID HE SEL BEING RESCLVED THEW,

LEc 2L u_rILL U E TALK BET.EE4

LASTER. | ASKE 5 uunr THE PRESISEYT' S
ING OF THiss JOBERT SALD DAT THC
LB _;]j;, THAT HE WAVTED To LN DEsi-
P THI CRET, -




y
e

i__h“_:_L | i

REPL IE s
D THAT THE FIRST was & HATURAL, BUT WHERE THE SECCHD WAS

Conc
# ERNED | WAS NOT SURE THAT THIS WAS ALL THAT EASY FOR US, 7.

HEATH M
T0 FIHA:?:g THINK THAT THIS was SOMETHING FOR MIM AND THE PRESIDENT
i « | SAID Sur . " B ,
JOBERT SAID TH,T-“~—-—M_EEIﬁ§EF#R COULD BE RESOLVED IN ERUSSELS.
1D_THAT NO, HE THOUGHT TT WAS BETTER T0 LEAVE THAT FOR THE_

sun SUME THAT M-
21T TALK, (1 PRESUME THAT M, POMPIDOU IS PREPARED TO BE MORE

LENIENT ON SUGAR THAM ON DUTTER AND THAT HE WANTS TO KCEP THE THO
TOGEYHER AS A PACKAGE,)

| 4, | ASKED WHETHER THE PRESIDENT HAD COHSIDERED HAVING THE TALK

! BEFORE THE MAIN MINISTERIAL MEETING IN BRUSSELS, JOBERT REPLIED
THAT THIS WAS AN ALTERMATIVE BUT THEY THOUGHT IT LESS ADVANTAGE=
OUS. AS HE SAW IT, WE WANTED A PRETTY COMPLETE PACKAGE BEFORE THE
END OF JUME. IF THE PRIME MINISTER AND PRESIDENT MET AS EARLY A4S
APRIL, THERE WOULD BE TWO MONTHS LEFT DURING WwiICH OFFICIALS WOULD
TRY T0 RE—OPEN MATTERS WHICH HAD BEEN DECIDED IN PARIS AND THIS WAS
A DANGER WHICH SHOULD MOT BE RUN. THE BEST SOLUTION IN HIS VIEW WAS
T0 HEVE A FEETING MORE OR LESS AS LATE AS POSSIBLE AMD HE_JOBERT TOOX
IT AS READ THAT OHGE JHEY MET, THEY WERE QUOTE COXDEMMED TO SUCCEED
UHQUOTF. THERE COULD THEN BE WHATEVER MINISTERIAL MEETINGS WERE

* NECESSARY IN BRUSSELS IN JUNE TO PUT THE SEAL ON WHAT HAD BEEN

AGREED 1M PARIS,

5. | SAID THAT | THOUGHT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO HAVE TwWd DAYS OF

t KINISTER VOULD LIKE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE MEETING TO RAISE SOMT
WIDER TOPICS OF WORLD AFFAIRS WITH THE PRESIDENT AND THAT 1 THOUCHT

T 1T AS BEING FORE THAN JUST A HAGGLE OVER DETAIL. JOZERT
 REPLIED 4E KNEW THE PRESIDENT WOULD WELCOME THIS. WE AGREED
g £ - A 'HE PRIME STER?S MIND O 1. o
." - | HE ...._.:.n..'.‘-l'. J H ridiar S‘s H‘E
VAKCE OF THEIR MEETING (SHOULD
= RS R




PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS AMONG MINISTRIES OF FINANCE OF THE S1X DURING
THE MONTH OF APRIL AND THAT THEIR FIVANCE MINISTERS WOULD DISCUSS
IT AGAIN WHEN THEY MET AT HAMBURG AT THE END OF APRIL., JOBERT
REPLIED THAT YES, HE SUPPOSED THIS WAS WHAT PRUBABLY WOULD HAPPEN.
I SAID THAT THERE WERE NOT MANY PEOPLE IN BRITAIN WHO KNEW THE FULL
RAMIFICATIONS OF THE PROBLEMS OF THE STERL ING AREA, LET ALONE ON THE
CONTINENT. PERMAPS 1T WOULD EE A GOOD IDEA IF SOME PRIVATE
DISCUSSIONS TOOK PLACE WITH US ALSO DURING APRIL., JOBERT REPLIED
THAT THAT SEEMED VERY SENSIDLE. HE IMAGINED ANYWAY THAT THE FRUITS
OF THE DISCUSSIONS AMONG THE SIX WOULD BE DISCUSSED MITH US IN
BRUSSELS AT THE MAY MINISTERIAL MEETING. HE AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT
IT WOULD BE LUDICROUS TO ENVISAGE AKY TALKS OF A SENSITIVE HATURE
TAKING PLACE IN BRUSSELS,

Te AS | GOT UP TO LEAVE, JOBERT REPEATED TWO POINTS TO ME: FIRSTLY
ERE WAS HO DOUBT IN HIS OR THE PRESIDENT’S MIND THAT WHEN THC
EETING WITH THE PRIME MINISTER TOOK FLACE, 1T WAS IMPERATIVE THAT

IT SHi | - AND SECONDLY QUOTE TCO MANY LEAVES
RTICHOKE BEFORE THESE TALKS UNQUOTE.
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FOLLOWING FOR BARRINGTON FROM TICKELL.

YOU WILL BY NOW HAVE SEEN MR, SOAMES’S REPORT ON HIS TALK
WITH JOBERT THIS MORNING. JOBERT THEN INDICATED PRESIDENT POMPILOU’S
~ INTEREST IN A MEETING WITH THE PRIME MIN)I STER IN LATE MAY.

= IN DISCUSSION WITH MR, SOAMES, MR. RIPPON EXPLAINED QUR
PREFERENCE FOR AN APRIL DATE, #HI} SAID HE THOUGHT WE SHOULD CO
BACK TO THE FRENGH ON THIS. |F HOWEVER THE FRENCH WERE TO INSIET
ON LATE MAY, MR.‘RIPPON THOUGHT WE MIGHT CONSIDER ACCEPTING O

Ty u} 'mn'r THE FRENCH AGREED THAT THERE SHOULD BE VI SIBLE
' Ol v : ':;:FRQEREﬁﬁ s 1sE. AGREEMENT ON SOMETHING
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