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SECRET

ASSESSMENT

STATE OF SECURITY ASSESSMENT: ARGENTINA
A. Introduction

1le The security situation in Argentina is funda-—
mentally affected by the overriding concern of the
Armed Forces during their three years of Government
since March 1976 to eliminate the problem of
'subversion', They understand by this term both
the rural and urban guerrilla warfare practised

by the principal terrorist organisations at the
height of their strength in 1974, together with
the penetration by those organisations of Government,
the Administration, and the Armed Forces. The
remarkable strength and sophisticated organisation
of the subversive organisations had their origins
in the brief régime of President Campora in 1973
which was replaced after a few months by the aged
Peron. But during that brief period the Armed
Forces felt baffled and betrayed by their inability
to prevent the Government of the country returning
to their Peronist opponents., Between 1973 and late
1974 they sulked in their tents and allowed the
subversive organisations, primarily the People's
Revolutionary Army (ERP) and the Montoneros, to
build their forces with impunity and to delude
themselves into thinking that they would be a
military match for the Armed Forces. When the
Armed Forces returned to the fray in 1974, they
first destroyed the ERP's rural guerrilla front in
Tucuman and then set about reducing the Montoneros

in the m»mw centres. ' e
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2, By the beginning of 1979, the destruction of
the subversive organisations was virtually complete,
with the ER? no longer in existence and the
liontoneros reduced to about 250 isolated and largely
ineffectusl combatants scattered thinly throughout
the country. The Armed Forces were able to achieve
this measure of success because the subversive move-
ments were %fmﬂw and never
succeeded in awakening support among industrial
workers, and because the preferred tactics were
completely ruthless; they consisted basically of
capturing, interrogating and eliminating the

members of the terrorist organisations. The
*disappearance' of real or suspected terrorists had
for the Armed Forces the double advantage of maximum
demoralisation for members of the organisations
still at large, and deniability in the face of the
inevitable wave of international protest at the
violations of human rights which these practices
involved. There is little doubt that these methods
have been effective, at least in the short term,

and that the massive degree of penetration by the
subversive organisations referred to in Security
Assessment XQS 525 of 1974 has been eliminated.

Whet remains to be seen is the long-term social
effects of this civil war, now nearing its end, in
ich a significant proportion of middl

families either lost a son pr daughter or had
friends who did.
3. The Armed Forces took power with clearly
defined policies and objectives on both counter—
subversion and on the economy. Three years later,
they have still not produced any clear ideas as to
how they propose to fulfil their other stated
objective of an eventual return to elected Govern—
mﬂs.(m.ﬂium;l parties are in suspension, but
mm#m terms persecuted; the trades
1379 will, according to official
s see the promulgation of legislation
, mmmwuﬁty. but there
L that this will provide the
early re-establishment of the
The economic policy of Dr

Y /lartinez
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Martinez de Hoz has won golden plaudits abroad, but
he is experiencing the greatest difficulty in
reducing the world-record rate of inflation, This
may give rise to industrial unreet directed against
these policies which ironically have only just
started to alter the structural mbala;:cu in the
country's economy, Thus there is not much ground
for confidence that Argentina is breaking away from
the traditional alternation of military and civilian
Governments, If the military were at some stage to
decide that the task is hopeless and yield to the
temptation of an accelerated abdication of power,
the security situation could deteriorate. But for
the moment they are firmly in control, the country
peaceful, end penetration by subversive or comaunist
organisations at a very low level, Despite the
problems of inflation, there is no generalised
hostility to an autheritarian Govermment, Corruption
of course exists, involving also members of the
Armed Porces., bBut it is nowwhere near the blatant
levels reached in the latter days of Peronism,

4 lNationalism is always present in Argentina,
and the Beagle Channel confrontation with Chile in
late 197¢ waes undoubtedly & unifying factor for

the population as a whole, It will also have
heightened security precautions in the Armed Forces.
Netionalist feelings over the Falkland Islands are
strong, but the temperature of thie bssue is a good
deal lower at present than in early 1376, when it

| was the basis for the withdrawal of the Argentine

Ambagsador in London.

By v 8 ‘eecuri
5, lispionage, sabotage or subversion by Communist

countries.
L ]

Argentina maintaine diplomatic relations with
Poland, Russia, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Yugoslavia,
B & A d vm’ni'



MA,: Bulgaria, Bast Germany, China and Hungary.
The tollowing table gives the number of staff and
4, m&fo& and suspected intelligence officers
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©.  ZIhe Communist Party

/fter the coup of Varch 1976, the
Communiet Party was treated in exactly
the enme way as all other ‘urtiec - which are temporarily
cuspended from public sctivity, but not disbanded. They
are not prohibited from conducting internal mrmiunu.
but may not elect new officers, The OPA 18 corservative in
ite outlook and has an ageing leadership, although there
are o rumber of active figuree in its youth wing. “he party
suffered the disappearance of perhaps 100 mesbers either
renuinely, or suspected of ‘being, involved with terrorism
but Mabomoumm&ﬁﬁ‘mdm
Government; on the contrary the party has coneiotently
expressed its support for the irmed Forces' ovesthrow of
Peronisy and for the uﬁt M WWM- g
rem-g-nilntim' ' The CPA has been
human rights and m
the ‘sociacidn Permer De
poasible illt"ﬁ'il'l’qH'
maﬁburihiﬂ L]
the subversive a
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secret

oc Miseione are dedicated to the cultivation of
e rm assets, to be exploited if Argentina
continues to be unable to overcome its fundamental

daifficulties.

" 5. fThere are no Commnist-dominated trades unione, and

"‘h-m Peronist structure of organised labour
ine, though key unione are headed by an Armed Forces
sor'. A fundamental consequence of eron's
y of the unlons in the late 19408 was that
) m gn even socialist, influence on the working

: curtaued. The essence of the

5 over what to do with the unions
g dm that, if the "eronist system is
M m first tine the Argeatine working
;gt. During the first year of the
fhe cllindling tarrorist organisations
p and mnmntrate on sctivien at
M rm, however, unsuceessful in

3 %ﬁ were !\!'thlenaly eliminated.

\ ﬁm the precise degree of
n& lm of the Armed Forces
geeion of subversion

_Ia_d;_lc:t.ional
performing arts, of
(3 ,v ¥ of whom without
' ﬁnml of the

4 pogaible in Argentina
prime exsmple is
»d leaning Di Tella

5
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killing his daughter. But their overall

Weakness was demonetrated durding the !

1978 Yorld Gup, when thsy failed

completely to produce a series of dransatic episodes or -
provoke the suthorities into publicised acts of w

12, The confrontation with Ghile in 1978 created a speeial
security situation for the authorities, since a llmﬂ . .
oronortion of the populatiom in Patagonis am:l th;m
south of the country is made up of temporary Chilean
immigrants, The bulk of the work-force at the m Turbio
cosl mines i composed of Chilean guest workere, A.-;-_
result, there was some tightening of mmm;
Chileans, and numbera were sent back seross the &
'here were a few 'spy scares' in the south M.nr
ineidents such as mm mﬂ

execution of a Peruvian NCO,
“tate Intelligence Uervice, O
coneilderable efforts to ob

inside Chile, -tm

same in Argentina. e
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s w.um of Britain's neo-imperialist role in
w die hard, and even today can be found among
W Forces officers, fuelled primarily by Britain's
ention of the Palkland Islands, However, the most
mﬁuve apeas of UK classified information availsble
‘  to Argentina pelate to purchases of defence equipment.
~While the Falklands dispute may have been a factor in
' Britat *s railure to win the Type 21 frigate contract,
it Iﬁi building its second Typs L2 destroyer
ssl to the Viekers-built "Hercules". These ships
fora s key element in Argentina'es maritime defence,
firet instance against Chile and in the second

m and information on them is not likely to
e i mudm by members of the Armed

m and finally on a more
ne, against the "geo-political”

-

d by the President in

gh in practice under
‘be the latter that

ing together to discuse
r securdty questions,

or police, the euspect would be tried

in secret and, if found pullty,

severely punished or even eliminated. T
Caecee of involvement of sesbers of 2

government departments with subversion sdght well be
declt with through the denisbdle process of dlsappearncts’

“here hove been no known pecent cases involving the passing
of secrete to foreign powers, but if there weps, the “
right in contrast to the mngunn. be given -:olmllrr
ubliclty., ‘ e, _

loourity Servige (S17) ad 5
- 2 ] " v."u_‘!ti

18, TIT combines the role of an external intal
service with that of the internal security service
anserable directly to the President and 15 c o
cerving oenior mm*- '
Inder the present military government, this poe
certainiy w&m Ww X
incumbert, ¢ © for o) 3 1
Intelligence,  San >sta lmmediatel . € L of
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except as regards connections with terrorist organieations.
' 8IDpE's records are large and thousht to be generally
_ affieient. They do however suffer from retrieval

, _problems and officials are investigating full

- - eosputerisation of records, ©IDE has good expertice in
| Luoffensive and defensive teschnicael operations, mut is
" adpited in ite ability to pount sophisticated elsctronie
& L attacks by diffioulties im obteining the necessary
) _eguipsent from foreign wuppliers,
\ . ‘h'lr R
; addition to BIDF, the eounter-subwverclve wor
w of oourse the three irmed orcee and the federal
police, At dte helght, responeibility for indivddual
sist orgenisetions and geographicsl aress was divided
ese fordea, all of whom operated their own
(DY on unite. Responelbility for what recains
MVD organisations is now concentrated
n the u’ of the Aray, If and when the thre
¢ eliminy mm. responeibility nay then

Mi .

n between the various bodies involved i
m is not always good. ‘Ehe

wm wmit is the Centro

w)* ahaired by the lead of

) “ inter-gervice and

» obstrmet the

1t s unlicely thot

B g d R —

In non-service departments such ag the
Hinletey of Foreign Affaire, is lax,

22, Control of access to armed g

services headquarters buildings is strict and the mm
of vieltors is 1imited, In eivil departments, hom
including the “Inistry of Poreign Affairs, ﬁhm 13 m%
always control of access and visitors can move une :
vithin the duildings. There is an element of sd hoe sscurity
precaution determined at departuent level. Oﬂioe

furniture =nd eafes are fréguently old-fashicned and th
use of combination locke is not universal,
Lop eecurity depaptments of the Armed WM
buildings and BIDE, 4t is probable. thds
and menial staff would be -ﬂb%iﬁ
imew where to look, They could cep e do
the Ministey ofhmnm,naqhth“‘ )

year the Imﬂ Mw&;? '

23. Under the prese
ecensarship, Hﬂﬁlﬁ
relating to m
degree of self

op L 4. 3




ﬂ SECRET

‘ outrages or attacks on military estsblishments. As a result
of such incidents military establishments are guarded
carefully and access to them strictly controlled,

" Hevertheless both buildings (e.gs. Alr Foree headquarters

I and the Winistry of Defence) and individuals (former

' Foreign Beerstary Admiral Guszetti snd the family of naval
Conmandsr Admiral Lambruschini) hsve Dbeen the subject of

1 successful sttacks.

I ._ = "

Thepre is no shortage of manpower in the \rmed Forcos

'fn conseguence the comtrol of accoss to military

) é( is generally effective, The mere presence of

L w ‘guards around perizeters and at entrancee

st p a major Qeterrent to unauthorised access.

v

s
gf vigitors is tight and is being enhanced
TV 4 nore important buildings. The Armed Forces

q @ m :l.q particular, sesu rather
i W approsch to physical security and
l&ﬁh armed guards and control by

be wesk spote it would take a
to attempt to pemetrate far into
s -
I R e 5 1
MR s P
. o

ps were fresuently the

ks and any indication
“"l'. , @zue is ruthlessly

ity measures are in no way

) ae the terrorist
the very large
are better
talk probebly
able and that
le difriculty
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22, Thie has been an ecsential Peature
of the counter-subversive war,

Compunications o

30. There is apparently no central organisaticn to control,
ssuess and safeguard communicationse security, but as &
consequence of the counter-subversive war, the Arny strictly
controle the iesue of private radio licences, Redioia a
carnon means of communication with outlying aresa b ‘m
where the telephone system is frequently disastrous., It is
assumed that the security forces and FIDR conduct extensive
telephone tapping, m-m-umm.- .

. o
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32. Dut SIDE and the Armed Forces do deserve special
treatment in certain eases, W"here the Armed Forces have
%wnnm equipment from UX (e.g.
mmom)thwmmuywensm

ﬂpu'm- to classified information and to the
t iteelf, as this would be in their own intereste.

the security point of view, it ie considered
_to sell sensitive eguirment to the irgantine
and to pass to them clasgified information

; to i,
R
"1 Ml sy e
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