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Points to make
\"h-,——

In Falklands (talking to Councillors)

1. Governor has already provided background t@_ﬂ&@iﬂiéﬁ to

reinstate Ambassadors., We are responding to Argentine request.

What we are agreeing to is simply a return to normal full diplomatic

relations. Does not indicate any change of policy on our part in

respect of Falklands. Ambassadors will help mutual understanding,

which can only benefit the Islanders and all concerned. News will {

be announced in Buenos Aires and London on Thursday, 26 July (text h
below).

In Argentina

2. Welcome Argentine move to reinstate Ambassadors.

3 We attach importance to our bilateral relations. Reinstatement

of Ambassadors will facilitate exchanges. Regret no longer

possible to keep to original timetable and announce names of Ambassadors

during visit. But glad that announcement can be made with news of

decision of principle to exchange Ambassadors.

% ‘

4, Hope we shall both be able soon to submit our respective requestsg

<
for agrement.




CONFIDENTIAL

VISIT BY MR RIDLEY ToO ARGENTINA, JULY 1979

Essential Facts

;
i The last British Ambassador to Argentina was recalled in ’
January 1976 at the suggestion of the Argentine Government (who had

already withdrawn their own Ambassador in London) following a ll
deterioration in our relations over the Falkland Islnads dispute.

His mission was formally terminated in January 1977. Earlier this

year the Argentines indicated their wish to see Ambassadorial

relations restored.

2 Ministers decided that we should respond positively. However,

el :
given the Argentine Veto on our g:u;+se7 the joint announcement ]
(text below) will cover the decision of principle to exchange

Ambassadors without mention of respective nominations. The

\

!

] Argentines now know that it may take a further 3/4 months for us ‘
i to find a candidate.

CONFIDENTIAL
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TELEGRAM “NUMBER 123r‘9F‘qu‘~
';II‘FO POUTINE -PORT "STANL‘-EY
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EXCHANGE OF .N’BASSADDRS*

.ULY 73 | 979
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“PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT (S

B, "ot

i YE HAVE JGPEED@ITH‘THE ARGENTINES THAT THE NEVS 'I‘HAT
THE TWO ’GOVEPNNEN.TS’HAVE “AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO EXCHANGE

AMBASSADORS 'SHOULD "BRE ANNOUNCED DURING MR PIDLEY'S VISIT TO
BUENOS AIRES, BUT“THAT NOTHING ‘SHOULD 'BE SAID 'BY EITHER SIDE AT .~ >~.

THIS STAGE PBOUT "THEIR "RESPECTIVE NOMINATIONS. ‘. % . - - - *
2. ~ WE SHOULD AIM FOR A -JOINT TEXT. WE HAVE GIVEN ‘I‘HE " b 1 \

ARGENTINE ‘CHARCE THF FOLLOWING TEXT AS A PROPOSAL AT OFFICIAL - .
LEVELz> = S : 5 o

'DURING THE 'CODRSE m‘ 3'.3 RIDLEY'S VISIT TO BUENOS

ATRES, “THE NINISTEP OF.STATE ‘HAS DISCUSSED THE CUESTION

OF RELATTONS BETWEEN “THE “TWO COUNTRIES WITH THE

ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER BFIGADIER CARLOS VASHINGTON : 3

PASTOR AND THE “TWO MINISTERS *HAVE CONFIFMED THEIR ' ’

GOVERNMENTS' “EARLIER “AGPEEMENT TO EXCHANCE AMBASSADORS.

BOTH CO!‘NTRIES@RE“AGR“‘ED ON THE NEED TO RESTORE RELATIONS “TO

AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND WILL BE

SEEKING AGREMENT FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE CANDIDATES IN DUE

COURSE TN ACCORDANCE VITH ESTABLISHED PROCEDURE'. N .
3.  VWE HAVE TOLD THEM THAT ¥R PIDLEY ¥OULD LIKE THE
ANNOUNCEMENT TO BE MADE ON THURSDRY, 26 JULY.

CARRINGTON - *

NNNN




the Islands tc make_personal'ébntact wifﬁ,?@@;

1 anm here

find out what you are thinking and what your concerns are; ﬁb".

My return to Britain I shall want fo tell my colleagues of them.

25 We recognise and accept your wish to remain British.

e i

B We are concerned that the Islands should have a viable

economic and political future. This must involve cooperation

with Argentina.

4, We propose to continue talks with Argentina. You will,

I hope, recognise the need and support us in them. i

Sm I shall be seeing the Argentine Foreign Minister and Deputy
Foreign Minister in Buenos Aires a?ter I leave the Islands. 1

will not be entering into any substantive exchanges with them

‘at this stage but I shall confirm our willingness to continue

the talks later inh the year, when I and my colleagues havq}hgd

time to consider the issues.




S 6. Our aim will be
out which will be ‘}4@ N

economic cooperation in the ¢

v T
7. While I am in Buenos Aires, we'ihﬁﬁé

|’ -
to the Argentine suggestion that we restore g@@ﬁ@m”‘

be a positive step forward in improving relations; it will !

ensure that the Argentines at the highest level know and appreciate .
our joint views and conclusions.

&

-

In Argentina

8 You will not expect me at this early stage, just after my
first visit to the Islands, to be able to enter into substantive
negotiations. I want to report back to my colleagues with my

impressions.

!

=

ok As the Secretary of State said in his letter to Foreign
Minister Pastor, (Annex C) we hope to continue our dialogue
in a constructive spirit and with sincere intention of resolving

our differences. Lord Carrington hopes tc meet Sr Pastor in New

¥ York in September. We wotuld hope to have a round of talks before

!

i

§ v the end of the year. ) \
| : {
|

10. There is no ﬁuestion of our renouncing our sovereignty over
the Islanders while they wish to remain British, but there are

possibilities for a solution which we should explore nggnﬂtsyk?}:
! : " M oy

i

‘k\; g A SO0 T TS, eyt S

1y -



South West

us in convi




}
i
:
r

- ) °§.CTEQ:'__( | ol ¥
igj“gizl:: 4 <>z432<f—i1 Ko
gl ‘\ ‘ Y ol ‘
1979 i

‘ GRPS P

£ 4
i

ong
\ DATE: 20 JUNE 1979 §7 -

| O e Auaj}Z-lmzs/\ o )
i} enl

» MnN ' ;
EQ y gA AC k p %

| et
Hh‘JSE, PORT %Tﬁf‘LC_Y : 1
me ||
R (-
goaveY, BUENOS AIRES L }
MMENT )
o MBASSADORS: PUBLIC COMME
EALKLANDS DISPUTE AND EXCHANGE OF A ’ -
- - DAST ley
- = appEARED (N THE PRESS OVER THE PA e
1 TN |N"'EQEST|M": PIECES HAVE APPEARED | =4 .
E ’ st
IEEK . Pl
_— —. be “
: MACION S "‘*w |
© AN EDITORIAL ON ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATIONS, LA e A k 1
0 <L g ‘ ‘ o \ SSADNNR 5
e cn THE RESUMPTION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AT AMBA ; i)
NIPPNRT = e r 5 &= \ MOST NENR—
’ 1;|ru TyE PAPER SAID, HAD BEEN INTERRUPTED UNDER MOST U A er
cYEL W CH = SR n ISLAND 3
REVEL 2M TANCES OVER THREE YEARS AGO. THE FALKLAND 15L @ e
TUNATE CIRCUMS e Q;ng|CT|ﬁN IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AND ANGLO- %
ca e 0 ’ = PR iy
ISSUE, QUESTIONS ‘: Jt|ué” ALL MADE AMBASSADORIAL RELATIONS WORTH= n
~CNTINE ",P-‘M'EQCl L 3 - - ne T 3 LY ol |
BEGENTINE B cws BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES COULD BE BETTER DEALT WIT; i
RRTLE,. - PREHESI R - epcER. WITH AMBASSADORS IN LONDON <[l
in SOLUTIONS WOULD NATURALLY B EAS1ER, & P L‘
B A|RES, < TME EDITORTAL ADDED THAT CAVANGALY'S VIOLANE iy
AND BUENOS A1RES. " i ENOS AIRES WERS 600D
= T TO BUENOS AIRE - i/
LONDON AND MR RIDLEY’S PROPOSED VIS| ; |
1
S16NS. <

3

THAT THIS EDITORIAL FOLLOWE

b THE GRITICISMS OF CASTEX (OUR TELNE

. —




B i M—— T i

1 FO ¢13/“‘ i ‘l““ I
vl 4 "“]"'E r‘{} e

- LR

‘!?“I"

TELE-LETTER

o 18
*dw‘m"l‘*t : o

c;l'.

T8: FCO

.-

.—--'-'4-——-‘.'

RESTRICTED
FILE NO: oA4d/1 DATE: 29 JUNE 1979
FOLLOWING FOR: J R COWLING ESQ, SAMD

COPY TO: (BY BAG) GOVERNMENT HOUSE, PORT STANLEY
FROM: R H GOZNEY, BUENOS AIRES

FALKLANDS DISPUTE AND EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS: PUBLIC COMMENT

1. TWO INTERESTING PIECES HAVE APPEARED IN THE PRESS OVER THE PAST
WEEK.

2, IN AN EDITORIAL ON ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATIONS, LA NACION STRONGLY
SUPPORTED THE RESUMPT|ON OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AT AMBASSADOR|AL

LEVEL WHICH, THE PAPER SAID, HAD BEEN [NTERRUPTED UNDER MOST UNFOR-

TJUNATE CIRCUMSTANCES OVER THREE YEARS AGO., THE FALKLAND |SLANDS

ISSUE, QUESTIONS OF JURISDICTION IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AND ANGLO-

AR ENT|NE COMMERCIAL LINKS ALL MADE AMBASSADOR|AL RELATIONS WORTH-

WHILE, PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE TWQ COUNTRIES COULD BE BETTER DEALT WwiTH
AND SOLUTIONS WOULD NATURALLY BE EAS|ER, WITH AMBASSADORS IN LONDON

AND BUSNOS AIRES, THE EDITORIAL ADDED THAT CAVANDOLI’S VISIT ToO 4
LONDON AND MR R|DLEY’S PROPQSED VISIT TO BUENOS AIRES WERE GOOD

S1GNS.

BT S g
3. THAT THIS EDITORIAL FOLLowED THE CR‘ITICISMS oF CASTEX (9UR TEL!I s
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.~ 1. TWO INTERESTING PIECES HAVE APPEARED (N THE EﬁESS
= WEEK,

P, IN AN EDITORIAL ON ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATIONS, LA NACIQNvSTQOHGLV
SUPPNRTEN THE RESUMPTION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AT AMBASSADOR|AL
LEVEL WHICH, THE PAPER SAID, HAD BEEN |NTERRUPTED UNDER MOST UNFOR-
TUNATE CIRCUMSTANCES OVER THREE YEARS AGO. THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
ISSUE, QUESTIONS OF JURISDICTION IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AND ANGLO-
ARTENT INE COMMERCIAL LINKS ALL MADE AMBASSADOR|AL RELATIONS #OQTHT >
WHILE. PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE TWD COUNTRIES COULD BE BETTER DEALT z: 4
AND SOLUTIONS WOULD NATURALLY RFE EASIER, WITH AMBASSADORS [N LOTD.J
AND BUENDS AIRES, THE EDITORIAL ADDED THAT CAVANDOLI'S v13|T TL
LONDON AND MR R(|DLEY?S PROPASEN VISIT TO QUFM””‘- AIRES WERE GOOD
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it 4, ON 26 JUNE DR CARLOS HELBLING (PRESIDENT OF THE BANCO NACI:NAL
’ O;SAROLLG (ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT) UNTIL LAST YEAR AND, AL*q“EGHE:UIn
- THE NEWS IN RECENT MONTHS, STILL A PROMINENT FIGURE) QEF:??T T
ARGENT [NE FOREIGN POLICY AND THE FALKLANDS IN THE COURSE OFQ: hES
.'M'ATCING SPEECH IN CORDOBA. HE SAID THAT THERE ‘JAS A ”EED F_NCLUDE
BURN ING ISSUES TO INSPIRE THE PEGPLE AND TﬂAT THESE SNQLILDP(IJR QUOTE
AN AGGRESSIVE AND EXPANS|ONIST FOREIGN POLICY. HE CALLED
"HE R‘:-C"NQUEST 0F THE MALVINAS EFFECTIWE CNTRQ_




221 Pay Beds in

Lord HARMAR-NICHOLLS: My
Lords, what has happened to them?

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE:
My Lords, I am afraid that I cannot
answer that question, because many of
those pay beds were underused at the
time. Most of the pay beds which have
been phased out were phased out on
accgunt of the fact that they were little
used.

Lord WALLACE of COSLANY: My
Lords, the noble Lord said that so much
money would be lost if pay beds were
abolished. Could he tell the House how
much the average pay bed costs the
country in provision of staff, nurses,
doctors, facilities, and what have you?

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE: My
Lords, I am afraid I cannot. Ican say that,
of the £29 million-odd that the NHS
received, a good deal would of course go
in providing the service. There would be
some profit on it, but not a very great
one. On the other hand, if all the pay
beds were phased out, those beds would
have to be otherwise financed.

Lord ORR-EWING: My Lords, may
I ask my noble friend to press the Govern-
ment to proceed with legislation? It
seems ridiculous to continue with an
old, out-of-date policy which is against
the present elected Government’s Mani-
festo, particularly denying the money
which comes from pay beds when modern
equipment such as body scanners have to
be closed down and sold off because
hospitals do not now have the money to
keep them equipped. This is a waste of
effort and is totally unnecessary. Will
legislation be coming forward fairly soon
to reverse the policy of getting rid of
pay beds?

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE:
My Lords, consultation is now going on
and we are awaiting publication of the
report of the Royal Commission on the
National Health Services which is due to
come out this month. Before that is
seen and consultations have taken place
no further decisions will be taken.

Lord WELLS-PESTELL: My Lords,
the Minister said that £29 million would
have been the figure to be received by the
Government. Would he agree that it

COL . el
voL. .50
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would be dependent on whether the pay
beds in existence at that particular time
had been in full use?

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE:
That is correct, my Lords.

RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA

2.44 p.m.

# Baroness EMMET of AMBERLEY:
My Lords, I beg leave to ask the Question
which stands in my name on the Order
Paper.

The Question was as follows:

To ask Her Majesty’s Government
what progress is being made with the
normalisation of our diplomatic repre-
sentation with the Argentine.

!

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, We
|are actively considering the level of our
.rclations with Argentina. Our decision
| will be announced in due course.

Baroness EMMET of AMBERLEY:
My Lords, may I suggest to the noble
sLord

‘ Several noble Lords: No!

Baroness EMMET of AMBERLEY:
My Lords, may I ask the Minister to
consider that while there are certain
differences between the Argentinians and
ourselves, those difficulties would be
much better handled and solved if we had
an ambassador there who would give us
a certain status which at the moment we
do not have?

Lord TREFGARNE: I think my noble
friend is quite right, my Lords, and that
is why we are actively reconsidering our
policy in this matter.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: My
Lords, may I ask the Minister to accept
from this side of the House—perhaps I
might put this in an interrogatory form—
the full support of the Opposition for the
earliest possible resumption of normal
diplomatic relations with a country with
which we have had for some centuries ties
of close friendship, both commercial and
cultural? Perhaps from this House might
go to our Argentinian friends, as proof

223 Relations with [

ire tior
of our desire to resume these relaf
face that the ambassador designe

Buenos Aires is an officer of the
credentials, of great experiencch
America and of great personal friel
for the Argentine itself.

ord TREFGARNE: My Lo
amLmuch obliged to thc‘noble_ Lc
that helpful observation. T think
actually continuing the policy
previous Administration in this m

Lord MORRIS: My Lords, me
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rushed.
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Relations with

gf our desire to resume these relations, the
face that the ambassador designate in
Buenos Aires is an officer of the highest
credentials, of great experience of Latin

America and of great personal friendship
for the Argentine itself.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, I

am much obliged to the noble Lord for
that helpful observation.
actvally continuing the policy of the
previous Administration in this matter.

1 think we are

Lord MORRIS: My Lords, may I ask

the Minister to be good enough to con-
firm ‘that approaches were made by the
Argentinian Government as long ago as
February/March of this year, and would
he further confirm that the reason for the
delay can in no way be attributed either
to the Argentinian Government's or to
Her Majesty’s Government’s using the
appointment of an ambassador as a
bargaining counter?

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, of
course we already have diplomatic repre-
sentation at a lower level in Buenos Aires,
but the appointment of an ambassador
is an important matter and not to be
rushed.

Lord AVEBURY: My Lords, is the
Minister aware that on 19th June Members
of both Houses received a deputation of
the mothers of the Plaza de Mayo who
were here to plead on behalf of the
15,000 persons who have disappeared in
Argentina since the coup of March 1976
and whose relatives have been kept in
ignorance as to what has happened to
Would the Government, notwith-
standing any change in the level of
Buenos
for this matter to be laid
before the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights under the Article 1503
procedure as a gross and persistent vio-
Jation of human rights? Will the Minister
assert on behalf of the Government that
repre-
sentation at ambassadorial level is in no
a derogation of the
horror that the British people feel at the
continued atrocities committed against

them?

diplomatic  representation in

Aires, press

the restoration of diplomatic

way to be taken as

the people of Argentina by the State?

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, our
approval or disapproval of human rights
considerations in various countries of the

[3 JULY 1979]

world does
decision to
ambassador.
we should have hardly any ambassadors
anywhere.

Viscount M
MEIN: My kords, would the noble Lord
not agree
more -than half a million citizens of
British dedcent living in Argentina, who
are all Gud-fearing citizens, and t
fact that the i
trade and
economic climate, give added reason to
have an ambassador at an early date?

Argentina 224

not necessarily affect our
appoint or otherwise the
If we took that as a criterion

GOMERY of ALA-

at the fact that there are

is great opport!
e revived

inves'

Lord TREFGARNE: That is certainly

a special consideration, my Lords, but it
is perhaps relevant and right for me to
point out that the Argentine Govern-
ment last year issued a decree calling on
all religious organisations to register.
Organisations which are considered a
threat to public order, national security
or Argentine morals or traditions may be
refused
permission to practise. We are not very
happy with that decision.

registration and thus denied

CHANNEL TUNNEL PROJECT

2.48 p.m.

Lord SWINFEN: My Lords, I beg leave

to ask the Question which stands in my
name on the Order Paper.

The Question was as follows:

To ask Her Majesty’s Government
whether they are giving any considera-
tion to the construction of a Channel
Tunnel.

The PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-

SECRETARY of STATE, DEPART-
MENT of the ENVIRONMENT (Lord
Bellwin): My Lords, as noble Lords will
be aware, a report prepared by the British
Railways Board setting out the results of
preliminary studies undertaken in con-
junction with the French railways for a
single-track rail-only Channel tunnel was
published in February last. At the same
time, the chairman of the board asked for
an early indication of the Government’s
attitude.
careful

proposals, but it is too early to say what
view the
new project.

The Government are giving
consideration to the board’s

Government will take of this




Pay Beds in

Lord HARMAR-NICHOLLS: M
Lords, what has happened to them? .

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE:
My Lords, 1 am afraid that 1 cannot
answer that question, because many of
those pay beds were underused at the
time. Most of the pay beds which have '
been phased out were phased out on
aﬁuﬂt of the fact that they were little
res |

Lord WALLACE of COSLANY: My
Lords, the noble Lord said that so much
money would be lost if pay beds were
abolished. Could he tell the House how
much the average pay bed costs the
country in provision of staff, nurses,
‘doctors, facilities, and what have you?

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE: My
Lords, I am afraid I cannot. 1can say that,
of the £29 million-odd that the NHS
received, a good deal would of course go
in providing the service. There would be
some profit on it, but not a very great
one. On the other hand, if all the pay
beds were phased out, those beds would
have to be otherwise financed.

Lord ORR-EWING: My Lords, may
I ask my noble friend to press the Govern-
ment to proceed with legislation? It
seems ridiculous to continue with an

[LORDS ]

old, out-of-date policy which is against
the present elected Government’s Mani-
festo, particularly denying the money
which comes from pay beds when modern
equipment such as body scanners have to
be closed down and sold off because
hospitals do not now have the money to
keep them equipped. This is a waste of
effort and is totally unnecessary. will
legislation be coming forward fairly soon
to reverse the policy of getting rid of
pay beds?

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE:
My Lords, consultation is now going on
and we are awaiting publication of the

rt of the Royal Commission on the
National Health Services which is due to
come out this month. Before that is
seen and consultations have taken place
ao further decisions will be taken.

Lord WELLS-PESTELL: My Lords,
the Minister said that £29 million would
have been the figure to be received by the
Government. Would he agree that it

NHS Hospitals 22
would be dependent on whether the pay

beds in existence at that particular time
had been in full use?

Lord CULLEN of ASHBOURNE:
That is correct, my Lords.

RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA

2.44 p.m. t ,

Baroness EMMET of AMBERLEY:
My Lords, I beg leave to ask the Question
which stands in my name on the Order
Paper.

The Question was as follows:

To ask Her Majesty’s Government
what progress is being made with the
normalisation of our diplomatic repre
sentation with the Argentine.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, Wi
are actively considering the level of o
relations with Argentina. Our decisior
will be announced in due course.

Baroness EMMET of AMBERLEY
My Lords, may I suggest to the nobl
Lord——

Several noble Lords: No!

Baroness EMMET of AMBERLEY
My Lords, may 1 ask the Minister t

differences between the Argentinians an
ourselves, those difficulties would
much better handled and solved if we h
an ambassador there who would give w
a certain status which at the moment Wi
do not have?

Lord TREFGARNE: 1 think my noble
friend is uite right, my Lords, and

is why we are actively reconsidering our
policy in this matter.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: M
Lords, may I ask the Minister to accep!
from this side of the House—perhaps
might put this in an interrogatory fo
the full support of the ition for the’
earliest possible resumption of no
diplomatic relations with a country wi
which we have had for some centuries ti
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of our desire to resume these relations, the
face that the ambassador designate in
Buenos_Aires is an officer of the highest
credeguals, of great experience of Latin
America and of great personal friendship
for the Argentine itself.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, 1
am much obliged to the noble Lord for
that helpful observation. "I think we are
actually continuing the policy of the
previous Administration in this matter.

Lord MORRIS: My Lords, may 1 ask
the Minister to be good enough to con-
firm that approaches were made by the
Argentinian Government as long ago as
February/March of this year, and would
he further confirm that the reason for the
delay can in no way be attributed either
to the Argentinian Government’s or to
Her Majesty’s Government’s using the
appointment of an ambassador as a
bargaining counter?

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, of
course we already have diplomatic repre-
sentation at a lower level in Buenos Aires,
but the appointment of an ambassador
is an important matter and not to be
rushed.

Lord AVEBURY: My Lords, is the
Minister aware that on 19th June Members
of both Houses received a deputation of
the mothers of the Plaza de Mayo. who
were here to plead on behalf of the
15,000 persons who have disappeared in
Argentina since the coup of March 1976
and whose relatives have been kept in
ignorance as to what has happened to
them? Would the Government, notwith-
standing any change in the level of
diplomatic representation  in Buenos
Aires, press for this matter to be laid
before the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights under the Article 1503

rocedure as a gross and persistent vio-
lation of human rights? Will the Minister
assert on behalf of the Government that
the restoration of diplomatic‘ repre-
sentation at ambassadorial level is in no
way to be taken as a derogation of the
horror that the British people feel at the
continued _atrocities committed against
the people of Argentina by the State?

[3 JULY 1979]

Argentina 224
world does not necessarily affect our
decision to appoint or otherwise the
ambassador. 1f we took that as a criterion
we should have hardly any ambassadors
anywhere.

Viscount MONTGOMERY of ALA-
MEIN: My Lords, would the noble Lord
not agree that the fact that there are
more than half a million’ citizens

British descent living in Argentina, who
are all God-fearing citizens, nn_d
fact that there is great opportumty_for
trade and investment in the revived
economic climate, give added reason to
have an ambassador at an early datg?

Lord TREFGARNE: That is certainly
a special consideration, my* Lords, but it
is perhaps relevant and right for me to
point out that the Argentine Govern-
ment last year issued a decree calling on
all réligious organisations ‘to register.
Organisations which are considered a
threat to public order, national security
or Argentine morals or traditions may be
refused registration and thus denied
permission to practise. We are not very
happy with that decision.

CHANNEL TUNNEL PROJECT

2.48 p.m.

Lord SWINFEN: My Lords, I beg leave
to ask the Question which stands i my
name on the Order Paper.

The Question was as follows: |

To ask Her Majesty’s Government
vyhether they are giving any considera-
tion to the construction of a Channel
Tunnel.

The PARLJAMENTARY UNDER-
SECRETARY: of STATE, DEPART-
MENT of the ENVIRONMENT (Lord
Bellwin): My Lords, as noble Lords will
be aware, & report prepared by the British
Railways Board setting out the results of
preliminary studies undertaken in con-
junction with the French railways for a
single-track rail-only Channel tunnel was
published in February last. At the same
time, the chairman of the board asked for
an early indication of the Government’s
attitude. The Government are giving
careful consideration to the board’s

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, our
approval or disapproval of human rights

considerations in various countries of the

proposals, but it is too early to say what
view the Government will take of this
new project. !




Mr Alexander
POD

MR CARLESS
1 We spoke about the Chief Clerk's minute to me of 25 June.
-3 My belief is that we should do nothing for the time being

but that if we have no further word from the Argentines by the

end of next week I should speak to the Chargé d'Affaires again.
1 would say that, at their suggestion, we had not put forward
the request for agrement whilst they considered what Mr Ridley

and I had said to them about the appointment of Mr Carless, but

=3

hat we could not go on doing this for very much longer. An
exchanae of Ambassadors had been agreed in principle and there

was agreement that this and the names should be announced during

Mr Ridlev's visit to Buenos Aires in the middle of Julys Unless
requests for agrément coulc be exchanged immediately this would
just not be possible zng 1n these circumstances we might not be

able to reach an agreement of & simultaneous exchange for some

time to come. I1f this did not produce & definite yea or nay
from the Argentines by July 9th then we might either precipitate
matters by asking formally for agrément or by saying that it

woulcd now no longer be possible to announce an exchange of

Ambassadors during Mr Ridley's visit.

/G Hall
I 26 June 1979 | ‘
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Diplomatic Service Procedure Volume 5 for guidance. Text of Question as follows:

jesty’ ment what progress is being
1*Tk> Baroness Emmet of Amberley — To ask Her Majesty’s Ct}c:y:;nwnh i ArEentg5rx1 p
made with the normalisation of our diplomatic representatl g

ARSWE R
THE LORD TREFGARNE

,|,
M7 [ends,

We are actively considering the level of our relations

e e et

with Argentina. We shall of course inform the House of

i
any decision.

{ (21201) Dd.427375 500 3/78 G.W.B.Ltd. Gp.870




The Baroness Bmmet of Amberley to ask Her Majesty
Covernment, what progress is being made with the
normalisation of our diplomatic representation with
the Argentine.

ANSWER
THE LORD TREFCARNE
My Lords,

We are actively considering the level of our
relations with Argentina. Our decision will be announced

in due course,
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NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES

1. Who Took the Initiative in Recalling Ambassadors?

It was the Government of Argentina which was responsible
for reducing the level of relations with their country.

5. Has Argentina made an Approach about Ambassadors?

The Argentine Government recently indicated their wish to
see relations restored at Ambassadorial level. We have not
received any request for Agrément for a new Ambassador.

3. Importance of Ambassadors to Trade

This is one of the factors which needs to be taken into

account.

4. Human Rights Abuses (e.g. "Disappeared Political Prisoners)

The Government is aware of the Human Rights situation in
Argentina. We deplore all abuses wherever theyimay occur.
But having, not having or reappointing Ambassadors does not
betoken any mark of favour of a regime's policies and cannot
depend only on our view of the human rights situation in that

country. If it did there would be a great many countries with

-

/no




no British Ambassador. We have Ambassadors abroad to serve
our interests - including our human rights interests.

5. Abuses of Human Rights: Action in the EEC

We regularly take part in discussions on Human Rights with
our partners in the 9 member states of the EEC who share
our concern about the situation in a number of countries in
South America, including Argentina. On 6 April last year
the members of the Nine made a joint démarche to the
Argentine Government on the subject of Human Rights and the
detention and disappearance of EEC nationals in Argentina.

6. Refugees in Argentina

The programme established in 1976 whereby refugees in
Argentina are allowed entry to this country continues to
operate. In June of last year the Home Office said that

we shall[exceptionally/accept for consideration an application

from Argentine nationals from Argentina.

e Restrictions on Religious Freedom

The Argentine Government last year issued a decree calling
for all religious organisations to regiéér. Organisations
which are considered a threat to public order, national
security or Argentine morals or traditions may be refused
registration and thus denied permission to practice. No
decision has yet been taken about Jehovas Witnesses'

application for registration.

/8.
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8. Trade with Argentina

—

Argentina was our third largest export market in Latin
America last year. British ezgggzg were £114 million
(UK i?ggffs from Argentina in 1978 were ﬁléé_million).
The normal services to exporters are available.

9. ECGD Cover

Normal ECGD cover is available for British exports to
Argentina.

10. Arms Sales

There ig no general ban on the sale of arms to Argentina
but in accordance with our general policy each proposal
for the supply of defence equipment to Argentina, or
anywhere else, is considered against all the factors involved
including the relevant political, strategic and economic
considerations. The Government also takes into account
the use towhich the equipment might be put.

11. Will HMG Not Reconsider Their Policy On Argentina And

TImpose An Arms Embargo

We already have a policy whereby individual sales are
dealt with under criteria which take all relevant factors
into account. We do not believe any change is necessary.

1f Asked About Particular Contracts

It has been the policy of successive Governments not to

reveal details of individual sales.

/Consular



) Pt
v v

—

.

CONSULAR CASES

12. Protection of UK Nations in Argentina

We regard the protection of UK nationals in Argentina, as
in other foreign countries, as being,the-primar}yﬁ, /ztl

responsibility of the host Government. British visitors

are entitled to consular protection in the normal way.

13. Consular Tunctions in Argentina

There are no restrictions on the exercise of comsular
functions by our consular officers in Argentina.

14. UK Nationals Detained in Argentina

Three UK nationals, one of whom is a dual Anglo/Argentine
citizen, are currently detained in Argentina.

[If Pressed] Details of UK Nationals in Prison and of

Their Offences

It has been the policy of successive Governments not to
disclose such details without the specific consent of the
persons detained. We do not have this consent in these
cases.

15. UK Nationals Who have Disappeared in Argentina

Two UK nationals have been reported to us as having
disappeared in Argentina in the past % years. Both were

longtime residents there. At the request of our Embassy in

Buenos Aires the Argentine authorities have made, and continue

to make, extensive enquiries into these incidents, which,

as far as we know, are unconnected.

/If pressed
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If pressed: Details of Missing UK Nationals

The next of kin of the two missing persons have asked that
personal details should not be made public in order not to
prejudice safety and welfare of the two persons concerned .

16. Falkland Islands: What are the Implications?

There are no implications for our policy. But on a
practical plane to restore relations to Ambassadorial
level would improve the capacity at both ends for dialogue
on a whole range of complex matters.

17. Falkland Islands: Further Negotiations

No dates have been arranged for further talks with Argentina
about the Falkland Islands. We shall continue fully to

consult the Falkland Islanders on any developments which affect
their interests; nor will any proposals about the future of

the Islands be brought before Parliament unless these are
acceptable tothe Islanderse.

18. Argentina: Presence oOn Southern Thule

The position on the Argentine scientific station on Southern
Thule Tremains as it was: we have protested at their presence
and in doing SO protected our sovereignty position.
Negotiations have been undertaken to remove any

sovereignty implications from these scientific activities,
but these have not been concluded. This is one of the topics
which will be for consideration when we continue talks with

the Argentines.
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ESSENTIAL FACTS

Withdrawal of Ambassador from Argentina

1. The last British Ambassador to Argentina was recalled

in January 1976 at the suggestion of the Argentine

Government (who had already withdrawn their own Ambassador

in London) following a deterioration in our relations over
the Falkland Islands dispute. His mission was formally
terminated in January, 1977. Subsequently we entered a
series of negotiations with the Argentines over the Falkland
Islands; and earlier this year they indicated that they
wished to see Ambassadorial relations restored. Ministers
have now decided that we should respond positively.

The arrangements for the exchange of AmbassadoTs are still to
be settled but Ministers have agreed that it would be
appropriate for an announcement to be made when the Minister
of State, Mr Nicholas Ridley, is in Buenos Aires in mid

July. (Before the election, Ministers in the last Government
had confirmed that they would be prepared to agree to the
Argentine approach, and this news became public when it was

leaked by the Argentines.)

CONFIDENTTAL
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ESSENTIAL FACTS

Argentina: Consular Matters

. 1. There are 3 cases of current concern. Dr Douglas Gillie,
1 a UK national but long resident in Argentina, disappeared
L . from his home in Buenos Aires in September, 1977.

Mr Walter Fleury, also born in the UK and resident in
Argentina, was abducted in August, 1976 from a boarding house
! o in Buenos Aires. Depsite repeated representations to the

= 1 Argentine authorities about these cases§ neither has been
heard of since. Miss Daisy Hobson, a dual national, was

e arrested in Buenos Aires in May 1976 and charged with
%u subversion and illegal possession of firearms. ©She was

subsequently sentenced to 22 years' penal detention. An

-Lf appeal for clemency is under consideration. Her dual
Ltif nationality means we have no standing to act formally on her
i behalf but informal representations have been made and the
[ﬂfw Argentine authorities are aware that if Miss Hobson is released
] s she will be accepted into the UK.

W 5. The cases of Dr Gillie and Mr Fleury have been given no
o publicity in thig country in accordance with the wishes of
1t; their friends and relatives who have always believed that
@ publicity might be harmful.

B w
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ESSENTIAL FACTS

Southern Thule

1. We discovered an Argentine scientific station on Southern
Thule at the end of 1976. Thule is the most southerly of the
Falkland Islands' Dependencies, is twelve hundred miles from
Port Stanley and on the edge of the Antarctic Treaty Area.

We immediately protested and left the Argentine Government in
no doubt that we consider Southern Thule as British territory.
We have continued to make our views clear to the Argentine
Government so our legal position over sovereignty is fully

and explicitly protected. The Argentines have assured us that
their actitities are purely scientific in support of their

Antarctic Research programmne.

2. At the Geneva negotiating round in December, 1978, we
reached a draft agreement on scientific co-operation with
Argentina in the Falkland Dependencies. This would have
explicitly removed any sovereignty implications, but the
Falkland Island Councillors have said they are not happy with
such an agreement as it stands and the matter has been left

for further consideration.
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RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA: PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

1. I submit a draft reply, with Notes for Supplementaries,
to Lady Emmett's question for oral answer on Tuesday % July.
Background Notes on Ambassadorial relations with Argentina,
outstanding consular cases and the Argentine presence on
Southern Thule are attached.

5. We have now told the Argentines of our agreement to their
suggestion that Ambassadors should be restored. But no
announcement has yet been made and no requests for agrément
have yet been exchanged. When the Argentine Deputy Foreign
Minister, Commodore Cavandoli,called on Mr Ridley on 14 June,
it was agreed that the announcement should be delayed until
Mr Ridley is in Buenos Aives on 19 July for talks with
Gommodore Cavandoli. The reply to this PQ and the Notes for
Supplementaries therefore maintain the line used in answering
similar questions by Mr Kershaw and Mr McCrindle on 1% June.

2o A supplementary questions, their Lordships may well range
widely over aspécts of our relations with Argentina, including
the Falkland Islands and human rights abuses. Supplementaries

have been.drafted to cover these.
}\/‘\J\/fbvxm

G A Duggan
26 June 1979 South America Department
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ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATIONS

Ts Please see Mr Carless's teleletter to me of 11 June ﬁﬁiﬂ@ﬂ%ﬂﬂ.
2s I have discussed this with Mr Hall and we both think that ]
we should look again at these suggestions in the Light of thg
talks which Mr Ridley will be having with Commodore Cavandoli

r Later this week.

3 Wwe do not think that any amendment is necessary to
Mr Ridley's briefing in the Llight of the teleletter.

J B Ure
South America Department

13 WJune o 1979




IXNEW

N i ATTS et

BAFO #12/11

TELE-LETTER

TO: FCO

CONF IDENT AL

FILE NO: d24/5 "
FOLLOWING FOR: J B URE ESQ , SAMD

FROM: H M CARLESS, BUENOS AIRES



CONF IDENTIAL ‘///////”
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T: FCO

CONFIDENT AL
FILE NO:  don/5 DATE:. 13, JUNE 1979

FOLLOWING FOR: J B URE ESQ , SAMD

FROM: W M CARLESS, BUENOS AIRES

M TELNO 124 : ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATIONS
1, SINCE THE BRITISH ELECTIONS AND THE MINISTER OF ECONOMY’S vISIT
TO\LONDON, THE CONGEPT OF ARGENTINA OPTING FOR A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP
WITH BRITA|N WOULD SEEM TO HAVE GAINED GROUND HERE WITHIN A LIMITED
BUT \NFLUENTIAL CIRGLE.
2. TH|IS |NCLUDES MARTINEZ DE HOZ AND PASTOR (PRESIDENT VIDELA’S
BROTHER Iy LAW) wHO 1S LINKED, AS ARE TWO OF HIS MINISTERS OF STATE
(GROUP CaP~A (NS CAVANDOL! AND GURA), WITH THE AIR FORCE WHOSE-CHIEF
OF STAFF 1S »|R MARSHAL TEMPORIN|. OUTSIDE THIS CIRCLE, IS THE
LIBERAL-CONSERVAT|VE POLITICIAN MANRIQUE WHO, SINCE HIS VISIT TO
BRITAIN IN JANUARt, WAS CANVASSED THE IDEA OF A NEW ECONOMIC PARTNER-
SHIP  WITH BRITAIN )u BOTH DISCUSSION AND PRINT. oy
3. THE THINKING BEH|Ns THESE CONCEPTS IS STILL BLURRED AMD H=5(TANTE,
ALTHOUGH IT DOZS NOT REPheSENT ANY CLEAR GOVERNMENT POLIGY, [T RUNS
YUCH AS FOLLOWS. AREENTINA |5 |SOLATED AND WITHOUT ALLIES ASART FRof
LICHTWEIGHT PERU. MEMBERSHIP oF THE NON=AL [GNED S A SHORT TEdY ]
SXPEDIENT.  ARGENTINA URGENTLY MCEDS RELIABLE PARTNERS AMONG THE
ADVANCED COUNTRIES. BUT IT WILL BE YEARS BEFORE THE BREACH WITH THE
UNITED STATES IS REPAIRED: ITALY AND SPAIN ARE INFESTED W(TH
ARCENTINE TERRORISTS: RUSSIA CAN NOT BE TRUSTED FAR AND THE JAPANESE,
ALTHOUGH INTERESTED, ARE AN UNKNOWN QUANTITY.
4 THIS LEAVES GERMANY, ALREADY A MAJOR SOURCE OF SUPPLY, FRANCE
AND BRITAIN. OF THE LATTER ;TWO, BRITAIN COULD NOW BE POLITICALLY
MORE STABLE AND APPROACHABLE. SOME FoRM OF DEAL WITH BRITAIN IS
THEREFORE WORTH CONSIDERING,
5. WHAT FORM SHOULD |T TAKE? FROM WESTERN EUROPE ARGENTINA NEEDS
. POLITICAL RECOGNITION AS A VALID PARTNER:
. MILITARY AND NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY:
C. SOME ADVANCE, IF ONLY SYMBOLIC, OVER THE FALKLANDS.
6. IN RETURN, ARGENTINA CAN OFFER, SO THE ARGUMENT RUNS, LARGE
INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTS. THESE NOW INCLUDE THOSE FOR:
| ELECTRICAL GENERATING AND TRANSMITTING EQUIPMENT WORTH ABOUT
US DOLLARS ONE BILLION NVER THE NEXT 7 TO 14 YEARS:
11 NUGLEAR PLANTS:
111 AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL AND DEFENCE SYSTEM WORTH ABOUT US DOLLARS
ONE BILL1ON:
|V THE MAINTENANCE OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT ENGINES:
V OFFSHORE OIL IN THE (DISPUTED WATERS OF THE) SOUTH
ATLANTIC.
7- ON (1) ABOVE, WE HAVE ASKED THE DOT WHETHER A BRITISH PACKAGE
CFFER MIGHT BE FEASIBLE: ON (1) YOU HAVE SENT ME INSTRUGTIONS: Tuc
ARGENTINES ARE ALREADY DISCUSSING (1V) WITH BOTH DORNIER AND ROLLS
ROYCE: AND ON (V) ANY ADVANCE DEPENDS ON POLICY TOWARDS THE
FALKLANDS PROBLEM, THIS LEAVES (111) WHICH COULD PROVE A STARTER,
8. ON 7 JUNE THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE AWARDED GEC A US DOLLARS 29
MILLION CONTRACT FOR QUOTE HEAD UP UNQUOTE AND OTHER AVIONIC
EQUIPMENT: AND, AS REPORTED IN MY TUR, TEMPORINI HOPES TO SEE LORD
NELSON LATER THIS MONTH. HE KNOWS AND TRUSTS NELSON AND, ACCORDINE
TO THE GEC REPRESENTATIVE HERE, MAY USE THE OCCASION T2 PUT FORWARD
THE IDEA OF A 14 OR 3% YEAR COMMERCIAL TREATY OR HEADS OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN BRITAIN AND ARGENTINA., HIS PARTICULAR INTEREST WILL OF
COURSE BE TO SECURE TECHNOLOGY FOR MODERNISING THE A2 FORCE AND |TS
DEFENCE SYSTEM, ;
©. MY CONCLUSION FROM THE ABOVE 1S THAT - DRAWING ON 0UR EXPERIENGCE
OVER THE FRIGATES CONTRACT — WE SHOULD CONSIDER THE PROS AND CONS OF
SYSTEMATICALLY ORGANISING NURSELVES TO WIN THE AIR TRAFFIG CONTROL
AND DEFENCE SYSTEM CONTRACT. TO DO S0, | BELIEVE WE WOULD REQUIRE:
A, MINISTER|AL AND RAF SUPPORT:
B, HARD-H|TTING MERCHANT BANKERS BACKED BY ECGD:
C. A GOVERNMENT AND [NDUSTRY TASK FORCE IN LONDON: AND.
n. ANOTHER WORKING TO ITS INSTRUCTIONS IN BUENDS AIRES.
14, BUT THIS DEPENDS ON THE VIEW OF ARGENTINA WHICH MUST NOW BE
EMERGING IN WHITEHALL., MAY | THEREFORE LEAVE |T TO YOU TO COPY THIS
LETTER AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE,

N W >

T

(SIGNED) H M CARLESS
CONFIDENTIAL
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Mr Halk'l

)
ParLiamenKir§/Unit

RELATIONS WITH CHILE AND ARGENTINA: PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

(1 I submit a draft reply with Notes for Supplementaries to
Mr Anthony Kershaw's and Mr Robert McCrindle's Questions

for Oral Answer on 13 June (which have been grouped together
with the agreement of Parliamentary Unit). Notes on the
background to the present lack of Ambassadorial relations
with Chile and Argentina and on the Argentine presence on

Southern Thule are also attached.

2. Ministers are currently considering submissions by the
Department on the question of Ambassadorial relations with
Chile and with Argentina, and the reply to these PQs and
the Notes for Supplementaries have been drafted on the
assumption that they will not be ready to announce a
decision in respect of either country by 13 June, when the
Questions are due to be answered. Though the Secretary of
State has decided that we should respond favourably to the

recent Argentine approach about exchanging Ambassadors, the

timing and form of an announcement are still under consideration.

3. In Supplementary Questions, some members are Likely to
press for a rapid restoration of Ambassadors, on trade and
other grounds, and others to urge that full relations should
not be resumed in view of human rights abuses and the lack

of democracy in both countries. Reference may be made in the
human rights context to William Beausire, an Anglo=Chilean

who is one of hundreds of missing persons in Chile who are the

victims of secret arrests. Further information on this case

is included in the background noteai and on outstanding Argentine

cases in a separate note. 1“%—“

J B lUre
South Amgrica Department
f/

A4 6\/!

4 June, 1979
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BACKGROUND NOTE

Withdrawal of Ambassadors from Chile and Argentina

F (1 The last British Ambassador to Chile was withdrawn in

: December 1975 when a British subject, Dr Sheila Cassidy, was
arrested and tortured after attending to a fugitive guerrilla
Leader wounded in a clash with the police. The Chilean
authorities failed to give a satisfactory reply to our strong
protests over this case, attempting instead to refute

‘ Dr Cassidy's evidence. The Ambassador never returned to chile,

[ and his mission was formally terminated on July 1976. The

following January the Chilean Ambassador in London was not

replaced when he Left on completion of his tour of . duty.s

The stated position of the Labour Government was that no

Ambassador would be sent back to Chile until there was "real

and tangible evidence" of an improvement in the human rights

situation there. Following the general election, the Chilean

Charge d'Affaires in London told the department that he was

being recalled for consultation in Santiago about restoring

Ambassadors, and sought for an indication of HMG's views.

Ministers have decided that we should not be rushed on thisa

2la The last British Ambassador to Argentina was recalled

in January 1976 at the suggestion of the Argentine Government

(who had already withdrawn their own Ambassador in London)
following a deterioration in our relations over the Falkland
Islands dispute. His mission wWas formally terminated in
January, 1977. Since then, we have begun a new round of
negotiations with the Argentines over the Falkland Islands;
and earlier this year they indicated that they wished to see
Ambassadorial relations restored. Ministers have now decided
that we should respond positively, but the arrangements for an
exchange of Ambassadors and the timing of an announcement remain
under consideration. (Before the election, Ministers in the
Llast Government had confirmed that they would be prepared to
agree to the Argentine approach, and this news became public
when it was Leaked by the Argentines.)

/Chile:
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Chile: The Beausire Case
S Sr Beausire, an Anglo-Chilean dual national, disappeared

at Buenos Aires airport in Argentina when travelling from
Chile to Europe on the same day (2 November 1974) that other
members of the family in Chile were arrested and jnterrogated
about the whereabouts of one of Sr Beausire's sisters, the
companion of the leader of a clandestine extremist group.

Sr Beausire appears to have been detained and flown secretly
back to Chile, where several witnesses have testified to
seeing him in detention centres between November 1974 and
July 1975. The lack of any subsequent evidence suggests that
he later died or was killed. We have made several strong
representations to the Chilean authorities about the case -
including a personal message in 197¢ to the Foreign Minister
from the then Foreign Secretary - Mr Crosland - but they have
continued to deny any involvement or responsibility. The UK
has also submitted the case formally to the UN Human Rights
Commission (which recently appointed two experts to study the

question of disappeared prisoners in Chile).

4, A British lawyer recently visited Chile to pursue the
case, with the help of our Embassy. He presented a

habeaus corpus petition in the courts on Sr Beausire's

behalf, and the case has now been referred to one of five
specially appointed judges who are investigating evidence

about several of the "disappeared".
5 Sr Beausire's mother, and another of his sisters, have

since come to London as refugees. The case has been extensively

publicised here by Amnesty and other human rights groups.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BACKGROUND NOTE

ARGENTINA: CONSULAR MATTER:

1. There are 3 cases of current concern. : £ 5 _
a UK national but long resident in Argentina, disappeared
his home in Buenos Aires in September, 1977. Mr Walter Fleury
also born in the UK and resident in Argentina, was dbdﬁbted:in
August, 1976 from a boarding house in Buenos Aires. Despite
repeated representations to the Argentine authorities about these
cases, neither has been heard of since. Miss Daisy Hobson, 2
dual national, was arrested in Buenos Aires in May 1976 and

charged with subversion and illegal possession of firearms. She o
was subsequently sentenced to 22 years' penal detention. An

appeal for clemency ig under consideration. Her dual nationality

means we have no standing to act formally on her behalf but

informal representations have been made and the Argentine

authorities are aware that if Miss Hobson is released she will

be accepted into the UK.

2. The cases of Dr Gillie and Mr Fleury have been given no ‘
publicity in this country in accordance with the wishes of ﬁ \
their friends and relatives who have always believed that N
publicity might be harmful .
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BACKGROUND NOTE
Southern Thule
y [ We discovered an Argentine scientific station on Southern

Thule at the end of 1976. Thule is the most southerly of the

Falkland Islands' Dependencies, is twelve hundred miles from

Port Stanley and on the edge of the Antarctic Treaty Area.

We immediately protested and lLeft the Argentine Government

We have continued to make our Vviews clear to the Argentine
Government so our Legal position over sovereignty 1is fully
explicitly protected. The Argentines have assured us that
their activities are purely scientific in support of their

Antarctic Research programme.

2s At the Geneva negotiating round in December, 1978, we
reached a draft agreement on scientific co-operation with
Argentina in the Falkland pependencies. This would have
explicitly removed any sovereignty implications, but the
Falkland Island Councillors have said they are not happy
with such an agreement as it stands and the matter has been

Left for further consideration.

in

no doubt that we consider Southern Thule as British territory.

and
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*C §r Robert McCrindle (Brentwood and Ongar): To ask the Lord
Privy Seal, if he plans to review United Kingdom
diplomatic representation in Argentina and Chile.
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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION The draft reply should '

reach the Parliamentary * |
Office through your

Under-Secretary by
for ORAL answer on. 13Juna 1979 %
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=G Mp Anthony Kershaw (Stroud): To ask the Tord Privy Seal,
whether he will propose an exchange of ambassadors with
Argentina and Chlle.

l I will, with permission, answer this question and
no. together. Argentina and Chile are separate
\ cases, buglthe Level of our relations with both countries.
ll’/i/_‘ —t & . . . -I—Em' B . . ot
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«C wp Anthony Kershaw (Stroud): To ask the Lord privy Seal,
whether he will propose an exchange of ambassadors with
Argentina and Chile. '

No 11

MR _DOUGLAS EURD

I will, with permission, answer this question and

No 14 togsther.

Argentina and Chile are ssporate cases, but we are

now actively considaring the level of our relations with

poth countries.

any decision.

We shall, of course, inform the House of




. 13 Junaé 1979

*C wr Anthony Kershaw (Stroud): To ask the Lord Privy Seal,
whether he will propose an exchange of ambassadors with
Argentina and Chils.

No 11

MR DOUGLAS HURD

.1 will, with permission, answer this yuestion and
ﬁ% No J4 together.
Argentina and Chile are separate cases, DUl We arc
now actively considering the level of our relations with
both countries. We shall, of course, inform the House of

any decision.

l 4‘ *C P Robi rthgindlel (,Bre%t.wo Fndum&
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NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES

Y

SEPARATE CASES

1t It was the Government of Argentina which was responsible
for reducing the level of our relations with that country. In
the case of Chile it was this country, under the previous
Government, which took the initiative by withdrawing our

Ambassador from Santiago.

HAS EITHER COUNTRY MADE APPROACHES ABOUT AM§A§§APORS? .

2. The Argentine Government recently indicated their wish to

see relations restored at Ambassadorial level, and the Chileans

have raised this matter with us informally. We have not

received any request for agrément for a new Mw&u&nﬁ«?r ﬂi@n _. 1 -
’ . |f. i I\

either country. ‘f‘{ﬁ;  };i!g.“ -lilﬁrhg
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HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES (EG "DISAPPEARED'" POLITICAL PRISONERS)

4. The Government is aware of the human rights sijtuation in
Argentina/Chile. We deplore all abuses, wherever they may
occur. But having, not having or reappointing Ambassadors in
any particular country cannot depend only on our view of the
human rights situation in that country. 1f it did there would
be a great many countries with no British Ambassador. We have
Ambassadors abroad to serve our interests - including our human
rights interests. Sometimes these interests are best served
by withdrawing an Ambassador temporarily: but how long such a
withdrawal can be useful must be a matter of judgement =
however valid the original decision. (1f asked about Sheila
Cassidy and/or William Beausire.) What I have just said is

very relevant to the cases of Dr Cassidy and Mr Beausire.

FALKLAND ISLANDS: FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS

5 No dates have been arranged for further talks with
Argentina about the Falkland Islands. We shall continue fully
to consult the Falkland Islanders on any developments which
affect their interests, nor will any proposals about the future
of the Islands be brought before parliament unless these are

acceptable to the Islanders.

ARGENTINA: PRESENCE ON SOUTHERN THULE

Bis The position on the Argentine scientific station on Southern
Thule remains as it was: we have protested at their presence

and in doing soO protected our sovereignty position. Negotiations
have been undertaken to remove any sovereignty implications from
these scientific activities, but these have not been concluded.

/This
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EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS WITH ARGENTINA

A puring the conversations yesterday between the Minister of
State, Mr Ridley, and the Argentine Deputy Foreign Minister,
Commodore Cavandoli, the latter said that, whilst the Argentine
Government had the highest regard for Mr Carless personally, they
wished to mark the change in our relations symbolised by the
exchange of Ambassadors by sending here Dr Ortiz de Rosas, who
was probably their best diplomat and would Llike to suggest the
possibility that we might take similar action on our side. The
Argentine Government had to take account of the fact that there
would be opposition in some Argentine circles to the exchange of
Ambassadors before progress had been made over the Falkland
Islands and this criticism might be increased if from the British
side the exchange of Ambassadors was carried out by upgrading our

existing Chargg d'Affaires.

o Mr Ridley said that he understood the Argentine point of view

but the choice of a British Ambassador was one for us to decide

and we were thinking of nominating Mr Carless. Mr Ridley added,
over the lunch table, that he believed that when Mr Carless had
originally been appointed as Chargé d'Affaires it had been with
the idea that if an exchange of Ambassadors could be approved he
would be an appropriate man to be nominated and that in any case
were we looking today at the question of an appointment of an

Ambassador to Argentina completely de nouveau then Mr Carless was

/exactly
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exactly of the standing and seniority to be nominated for

the post.

5, % The formal meeting with Commodore Cavandoli was hurried

and the conversation at lunch was, to a certain degree,

hampered because Commodore Cavandoli spoke and listened in
English without interpretation, although his command of the
language is far from perfect. Consequently, I think it would

be wise, if you agree, if I were to call the Chargé d'Affaires

in urgently and tell him politely but firmly that we propose

to ask for agrEment for Mr Carless and that there was no guestion
of changing this. In doing so I would repeat the points which

Mr Ridley did his best to make to Commodore Cavandoli.

Hall
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ANGLO/ARGENTINE RELATIONS: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING i
1 As you know, one of the ways in which Hugh Carless
considers we might put more content into our ‘relations with >
Argentina would be to conclude a Memorandum of Understanding. |
9L He has now sent me the attached copy of a draft based on the
Brazilian model.
745 Although it is the wish of Ministers to put more warmth

into our relations with Argentina, the time to put the idea of
a Memorandum of Understanding to the Argentines,as Carless

himself recognises, is probably still some way off. And even
then, I know you have reservations about the idea. Meanwhile

it would be helpful to have your comments in due course on the ‘
draft.

7@44/(.,-1

J B Ure

RESTRICTED




S

e \ '/ r by !LM
} AN w
/

CONFIDENTIAL k] 17/
el WP NV S
\ % X2 B ! \v/Q
Mr H ) ‘
r L - -
25Vt EE
ARGENTINA '
-;
i I have seen your minute of 24 May about the Argentine
| Charge's call on you, and you have seen my minute of 23 May

about the visit Sr Pimentel will be making on you tomorrowv.
While the former primarily relates to the restoration of
Ambassadors, and the latter to human rights in Argentina,

the two questions are related.

|

J 2. It was clear from Lord Avebury's Llunch today for

Sr Pimentel that we must expect a good deal of trouble

from the human rights Lobby when the re-instatement of
Ambassadors is announced; Lord Avebury told me that

Mr Filochowski had recently spoken to him about the undesir-
ability of sending Ambassadors back to BA and Santiago in

present circumstances.

Ly This being so I am not at all sure that we should go
along with the Argentine desire "to bring out the exchange
of Ambassadors into high relief"; I think Ministers should

be advised, and I think from his own comments the Secretary

of State already has in mind, to keep the exchange in as Llow \

relief as possible.

4. It follows from this that even if the Argentine Charge
comes back to you and says that his Government would prefer
the "more striking effect if someone other than Mr Carless
were nominated" I think we should disregard their view in

our own interests. In any case, it would = in my view -

be fairly good cheek if they said this since (a) it was

they who broke off Ambassadorial relations in the first place,
(b) a number of senior Argentine establishment figures have
said that Mr Carless was just the sort of person they wanted

as Ambassador, and (c) whatever criticisms might be made of

Ihis saw
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say that Mr Carless had

relations or that he Mﬁ'l |
the reverse. i

B In short, my dbpmrtmanﬁ’s géwiéé-
give Sr Blanco no @ncauraqem®n£ @@ %hﬁMMchﬁt_
send a more conspicuous, senior or public figure to E
the present incumbent! it

J B Ure
South America Department h

29 May, 1979
Copy to:

o

Sir A Parsons
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EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS WITH ARGENTINA

) [ I have now submitted to the Secretary oj~ State on how
we should implement Mr Wall's minute of 27 May below. J

Mo

J' B Ure
South America Department

30 May, 1979
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EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS WITH ARGENTINA

A q (1 Mr Wall's minute of 17 May recorded the Secretary of
State's decision that Ambassadorial relations with Argentina
should be restored in response to the Argentine request. The
Secretary of State said that the timing should be carefully
handled and that we should take care to warn the Falkland

Islanders of what is intended.

2 The department has proposed, in a separate submission,
that Mr Ridley should visit the Falkland Islands and Argentina
in July. We have delayed putting up the proposals about
relaying to the Islanders and to the Argentines the Secretary
of State's decision on Ambassadors, while we considered whether

it might not be appropriate for Mr Ridley to do this on his

visit; however, it now seems desirable that we should make
these approaches before July, and in response to representations
by the Argentine Charge, Mr Hall has told him of the decision

in principle. On the assumption that the Secretary of State

agrees to Mr Ridley's travel plan, it might nonetheless be

appropriate that the Ambassadorial exchange should be announced -

complete with names = while Mr Ridley is in BA.
o 1 therefore recommend that we should telegraph now to

the Governor of the Falklands asking him to explain the
decision to the Islanders; and that we should also telegraph
to the Charge in BA dnstructing him to confirm our response

' to the Argentine authorities. I submit draft telegrams.

e Da
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4. 1 further recommend that when the time for an announcement
is reached (ie in July) News Department should brief the press

on lines similar to those which the Governor is being instructed
to use with the Falklands Councillors. This department will

also provide News Department at that time with further background
material - for off-the-record briefing - about the improvements
in human rights in Argentina in recent months and about the whole
background to the original withdrawal of Ambassadors. News
Department should also emphasize at that time that Mr Ridley's
visit demonstrates the on-going need to have a high-LlLevel
dialogue with the Argentine Government and that it is In

fulfilment of that need that Ambassadors are being sent back.

Bins

Jl B Ure
South America Department

29 May, 1979

Copies attached for: M M\I
ps/Lord Privy Seal :
Copies sent to:

PS/PUS

Chief Clerk \O\/Oovf)
POD o
News Dept ——-ﬁﬂﬂfji’/l”—‘
=
; .
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ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATTIONS

1. Many thanks for your Personal letter of 4'Apr11,_dealing
with the question of a Memorandum of Understanding between
UE and Argentina.

£ Martinez de Hoz has not since asked me for 2 copy of
the MOU with Brazil, nor heve I raised the gubject with him.

s While I recognise that we are still far from the time to
consider putting To the Argentines 2 proposal for such a
document, I hope the day may come when we can do SO. Ve
have therefore remodelled the Bpazil MOU to serve our purpose
with Argentina. I enclose & COPY.

<i;;LNNK enve~ ,

Hugh Carless
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-. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING R
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF E
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE
GOVEENMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARGENTINA

CONCERNING CONSULTZATIONS ON MATTERS OF COMMON INTEREST

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the

Republic of Argentina;

Recalling the historic ties which form a part

of the common heritage of the two countries;

Recognising the responsibilities that fall upon
them as the Governments of countries with wide ranging
connections and interests within the international

community;

Noting their mutual desire to maintain and

strengthen a fruitful economic relationshib; )

Aware of the value of consulting each other on

questions of common interest;

1. The two Govern
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as: international developments of special interest

to either Government; matters under discussion at the
United Nations and in other multilateral bodies such &s
the Antarctic Treaty; future arrangements for commodities
and raw materials; economic and industrial cooperation

in general; the strengthening of commercial exchanges
through the facilitation of joint ventures, banking,
credit and similar services for the promotion of industry
and agriculture; cultural relations; scientific, tech-
nological and educational exchanges.

2 Such consultations may be held, by mutual agreement,
at senior official or Ministerial level. They will
normally take the form of meetings arranged alternately
in the United Kingdom and in Argentina. The agenda for
tings will be agreed through the normal

diplomatic channels. By joint decision of the two

of national agencies and the private sector may
participate in these meetings.

G In addition to these meetings, consultations will
be carried forward on a flexible and day-to-day basis
through the diplomatic channels of each country.

4. By joint decision of the Governments ad hoc study
groups or working parties may be set up either to study
particular questions of current political interest oT

to helpecarry forward special projects in one country

or the other or in third countries.

o The Govermment of the United Kingdom and the .
Government of the Republic of Argentina intend that the
arrangements established by  this Memorandum will

amnlement and ‘in no way replace or detract from

17 N, T,
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the existing means of freely transacting business

between the countries.

This Memorandum will come into operation upon

signature.
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sp Anthony Kershaw (Stroud): To ask the Jord Privy Seal,

whether he will propose an exchange of ambassadors with
Argentina and Chflel.)

I will, with permission, answer this question and

no. together. Argentina and Chile are separate
cases, but the level of our relations with both countries
is under active consideration. 1 am not in '‘a position to

announce any decision at this stage.
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*C §r Robert McCrindle (Brentwood and On%ar): To ask the Lord
Privy Seal, if he plans to review United Kingdom
diplomutic representation in Argentina and Chile.
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REFERENCES

NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES

SEPARATE CASES

1. 1t was the Government of Argentina which was

responsible for reducing the level of our relations with
that country. In the case of Chile it was this country,
under the previous Government, which took the initiative

by withdrawing our Ambassador from Santiago.

HAS EITHER COUNTRY MADE APPROACHES ABOUT AMBASSADORS?

2w The Argentine Government recently indicated their
wish to see relations restored at Ambassadorial Llevel,
and the Chileans have raised this matter with us informally.

5 vd
We have not received any request for agrement for a new

Ambassador from either country.

IMPORTANCE OF AMBASSADORS TO TRADE

Bn This is one of the factors which needs to be taken

into account.

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES (E.G. "DISAPPEARED'" POLITICAL PRISONERS)

4. The Government is aware of the human rights situation in
Argentina/Chile. We deplore all abuses, wherever they may
occur. But the appointment of an Ambassador is not a token

of approval: it is the establishment of a working Llink.
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CHILE: WILLIAM BEAUSIRE (ANGLO-CHILEAN MISSING PRISONER)

2% This serious human rights case is clearly an issue
which affects our bilateral relations. we strongly hope
that an effective investigation will be conducted into
William Beausire's fate and shall continue to press for
one. L 1f presseg] But we should not necessarily wish to

make this a precondition for the return of an Ambassador.

FALKLAND ISLANDS: FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS

6. No dates have been arranged for further talks with
Argentina about the Falkland Islands. We shall continue
fully to consult the Falkland Islanders on any developments

which affect their interests.

ARGENTINA: PRESENCE ON SOQUTHERN THULE

il The position on the Argentine scientific station on
Southern Thule remains as it was: we have protested at
their presence and in doing so protected our sovereignty
position. Negotiations have been undertaken to remove any
sovereignty implications from these scientific activities,
but these have not been concluded. This is one of the
topics which will be for consideration when we continue

talks with the Argentines.
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BACKGROUND NOTE

Withdrawal of Ambassadors from Chile and Argentina

T The last British Ambassador to Chile was withdrawn in
becember 1975 when a British subject, Dr Sheila Cassidy, was
arrested and tortured after attending to a fugitive guerrilla
leader wounded in a clash with the police. The Chilean
authorities failed to give a satisfactory reply to our strong
protests over this case, attempting instead to refute

Dr Cassidy's evidence. The Ambassador never returned to Chile,
and his mission was formally terminated on July 1976. The
following January the Chilean Ambassador in London was not
replaced when he lLeft on completion of his tour of duty.

The stated position of the Labour Government was that no
Ambassador would be sent back to Chile until there was "real
and tangible evidence" of an improvement in the human rights
situation there. Following the general election, the Chilean
Charge d'Affaires in London told the department that he was
being recalled for consultation in Santiago about restoring
Ambassadors, and sought for an indication of HMG's views.

Ministers have decided that we should not be rushed on thaiss

25 The last British Ambassador to Argentina was recalled

in January 1976 at the suggestion of the Argentine Government
(who had already withdrawn their own Ambassador in London)
following a deterioration in our relations over the Falkland
Islands dispute. His mission was formally terminated in
January, 1977. Since then, we have begun a new round of
negotiations with the Argentines over the Falkland Islands;
and earlier this year they indicated that they wished to see
Ambassadorial relations restored. Ministers have now decided
that we should respond positively, but the arrangements for an
exchange of Ambassadors and the timing of an announcement remain
under consideration. (Before the election, Ministers in the
last Government had confirmed that they would be prepared to
agree to the Argentine approach, and this news became public
when it was leaked by the Argentines.)
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Chile: The Beausire Case

e Sr Beausire, an Anglo-Chilean dual national, disappeared
at Buenos Aires airport in Argentina when travelling from
Chile to Europe on the same day (2 November 1974) that other
members of the family in Chile were arrested and interrogated
about the whereabouts of one of Sr Beausire's sisters, the
companion of the leader of a clandestine extremist group.

Sr Beausire appears to have been detained and flown secretly
back to Chile, where several witnesses have testified to
seeing him in detention centres between November 1974 and
July 1975. The lack of any subsequent evidence suggests that
he lLater died or was killed. We have made several strong
representations to the Chilean authorities about the case -
including a personal message in 1976 to the foreign Minis=ter
from the then Foreign Secretary = Mr Crosland - but they have
continued to deny any involvement or responsibility. The UK
has also submitted the case formally to the UN Human Rights
Commission (which recently appointed two experts to study the

question of disappeared prisoners in Chile).

4, A British lawyer recently visited Chile to pursue the
case, with the help of our Embassy. He presented a

habeaus corpus petition in the courts on Sr Beausire's

behalf, and the case has now been referred to one of five
specially appointed judges who are investigating evidence

about several of the "disappeared".

5 Sr Beausire's mother, and another of his sisters, have
since come to London as refugees. The case has been extensively

publicised here by Amnesty and other human rights groups.



BACKGROUND NOTE

Southern Thule

1= We discovered an Argentine scientific station on Southern
Thule at the end of 1976. Thule is the most southerly of the
Falkland Islands"® Dependencies, is twelve hundred miles from
Port Stanley and on the edge of the Antarctic Treaty Area.

We immediately protested and lLeft the Argentine Government in
no doubt that we consider Southern Thule as British territory.
We have continued to make our views clear to the Argentine
Government so our legal position over sovereignty is fully and
explicitly protected. The Argentines have assured us that
their activities are purely scientific in support of their

Antarctic Research programme.

48 At the Geneva negotiating round in December, 1978, we
reached a draft agreement on scientific co-operation with
Argentina in the Falkland Dependencies. This would have
explicitly removed any sovereignty implications, but the
Falkland Island Councillors have said they are not happy
with such an agreement as it stands and the matter has been

Left for further consideration.
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Mr Hall

Parliamentary Unit
RELATIONS WITH CHILE AND ARGENTINA: PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

[ 1 submit a draft reply with Notes for Supplementaries to
Mr Anthony Kershaw's and Mr Robert McCrindle's Questions

for Oral Answer on 13 June (which have been grouped together
with the agreement of Parliamentary Unit). Notes on the
background to the present lack of Ambassadorial relations
Wwith Chile and Argentina and on the Argentine presence on

Southern Thule are also attached.

2s Ministers are currently considering submissions by the
Department on the question of Ambassadorial relations with
Chile and with Argentina, and the reply to these P@s and
the Notes for Supplementaries have been drafted on the
assumption that they will not be ready to announce a
decision in respect of either country by 13 June, when the
Questions are due to be answered. Though the Secretary of
State has decided that we should respond favourably to the
recent Argentine approach about exchanging Ambassadors, the

timing and form of an announcement are still under consideration.

S In Supplementary Questions, some members are likely to
press for a rapid restoration of Ambassadors, on trade and
other grounds, and others to urge that full relations should
not be resumed in view of human rights abuses and the lack

of democracy in both countries. Reference may be made in the
human rights context to William Beausire, an Anglo-Chilean

who is one of hundreds of missing persons in Chile who are the
victims of secret arrests. Further information on this case

ijs included in the background note.

|- S

J B Ure
South America Department

4 June, 1979
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To IMMEDIATE BUENOS AIRES

TELEGRAM NUMBER 77 OF 18 MAY

"ESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS FROM FRES IDENT VIDELA

!

“« PRESIDENT VIDELA HAS SENT THE FOLLOY ING MESSAGE TO THE PRIME
MINISTER: G

CN¥ MY OWN BEHALF AND THAT OF THE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
ARGENTINA, | HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN EXTENDING TO YOU THE MOST

. SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST V' ISHES FOR SUCCESS DURING YQUR
PERIOD OF OFF ICE,

2. PLEASE TRANSMIT THE FOLLOWING REPLY (SIGNED CoOPY BEING SENT BY
EAG) s 3

2

GUOTE THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND MESSAGE oF CONGRATULATIONS. | MUCH
APPRECIATED YOUR GOOD WISHES AND ENCOURAGEMENT UNQUOTE,

| CARRINGTON

Fiwas
ShAMD
PCD

M Hatl.
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Exchange of Ambassadoré with Argentina

The Secretary of State has seen your submission of 9 May

and subsequent comments. The Secretary of State agrees that
we should restore relations to Ambassadorial level in response
to the Argentinian request. However, he would like the timing

to be carefully handled and has asked whether it might be
possible to link the announcement of the resotration to, €.g.
Mr Ridley's visit to the Falkland Islands, the purpose being
to emphasise the functional need to restore Ambassadorial
relations. I should be grateful for advice. The Secretary
of State has commented that we would in any case need to take
care to warn the Falkland Islanders of what is proposed.

The Secretary of State has also noted paragraph 5(iii)
of your minute (the relationship between Chile and Argentina).
Lord Carrington thinks that we would need to point out that the
Argentines had taken the initiative in asking our Ambassador to
leave and in withdrawing their own Ambassador, and that we were
now responding to their request to restore relations to Ambassadorial
level. In other words there was no parallel with Chile.

— U,

(J S Wall)

17 May 1979

ces PS
PS/Lord Privy Seal
PS/Mr Ridley
PS/PUS
Sir A Parsons
Chief Clerk
Mr Hall
POD
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RETRACT 627. 15mAY,
LORD CARRINGTON'S PRESS CONFERENCE (EXTRACT)

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AND COMMONWYE AL TH AFFAIRS,
LORD CARRINGTON, ACCOMPANIED BY SIR |AN GILMOUR, THE LORD PRI[VY
SEAL, GAVE 4N ON-THE-RECORD PRESS CONFERENCE IN THE FCO ON MONDAY

FOURTEEN MAY NINETEENSEVENTYNINE. THE FOLLOWING 1S AN EXTRACT RELE-
VANT TO SOUTH AMERICA

HUGH 0'SHAUGHNESSY, FINANC[AL TIMES: COULD YOU SAY A WORD A80UT
THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE GOVERNMENTS OF LATIN
AMERICA. CAN YOU FORESEE THERE BEING A BRITISH AMBASSADOR BACK IN

SANTIAGO AND [N BUENOS AIRES IN A SHORT TIME, AND WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SAY ANYTHING AB0OUT THE FALKLANDS,

LORD CARR INGTON: WELL, THESE ARE THE SORT OF SPECIFIC PROBLEMS
WHICH IN NINE DAYS YOU WOULD NOT PERHAPS HAVE EXPECTED ME MAKE A
DECISION ABOUT. BUT IT SO HAPPENS THAT IN THE EARL [ER PART OF THIS
YEAR | SPENT SOME TIME [N SOUTH AMERICA, THOUGH NOT [N THOSE WO
COUNTRIES, AND | CAN SEE VERY VIVIDLY THE IMPORTANCE OF THOSE
COUNTRIES IN TERMS OF BRITISH TRADE [N TERMS OF RELATIONSHIPS AND |
HOPE THAT EVEN [F | MAY NOT BE ABLE TO DD IT VERY OFTEN MYSELF,
SOME OF MY COLLEAGUES [N PARL | AMENT WHO ARE MINISTERS IN THIS
DEPARTMENT WILL BE ABLE TO GET OUT TO SOUTH AMER|CA AND PERHAPS
STRENGTHEN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CLR COUNTEY 00 THOSE CLINTR|ES

CENTROFORM. LONWODN

SENT MK v ot ByiS 7 100¢
H0072 PROST CL
915448 COILDN G

A S .
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EXCHANGE OF AMBAS é;:;;LH ARGENTINA ng my call on

Mr Ridley b
of 9 May and subsequent minuting by lMr Hall,

considered lMr Ure's submission

Sir A Parsons, and the PUS. He agrees with
Mr Ure's recommendation, but has minuted that
careful publicity will be needed at the time
of the announcement.

the Argentine
adors as soon
candidate.

ignal to us
gh level represen—

He

S ptiator on the

K D Temple r the exchange
14 May 1979 would of course
cc: PS/Lord Privy Seal t here. I had
PS/FUS ted that the
gir A Parsons
Chief Clerk 1t had asked
Mr Hall ly.
Mr Ure
POD
NFIDENTIAL 7 domestic
i iiscounted.

ible man with

PPOPUICE O ® CAEE L rosauup LUVDY aud LUE  LiAaut WLous and other

organisations might protest in the context of human rights.

But

I still did not think that, whatever Government came to power in

Britain on 3 May, there would be serious difficulties.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Mr ngéan, South American Department

Copy to Mr G Hall

2. Exchange of Ambassadors.

Government wanted to complete the e

as possible. carlos Ortiz de Rosas
was their top Ambassador and his appointment was 2a signal to us

of the importance which they attac&g%lgo having a high level represen-
tative in London. Ortiz de Rosas/also be a good negotiator on the

was a reasonable and flexible man with
impeccable nationalist credentials in Argentina.

Falkland Islands since he

Yo K ~q$l=(rml'k

The following are the main points which came up during my call on
Dr Martinez on 1 May. -

Dr Martinez said that the Argentine
xchange of Ambassadors as soon

was still their candidate. He

3, I said that I did not anticipate any problem over the exchange

of Ambassadors from our S
have to await the establi
seen a message from Mr Ca
ball was in our court ie

us whether we would be pr

jide, although any decision would of course

shment of the new Government here. I had

rless recently which suggested that the

that the Argentine Government had asked
epared to move simultaneously.

4, Dr Martinez asked if I thought there would be any domestic
problems in Britain., I said that this could not be discounted.
We had a Falkland Islands lobby and the trade unions and other
st in the context of human rights. But
I still did not think that, whatever

organisations might prote

Britain on 3 May, there w

ould be ser

CONFIDENTIAL
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EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS

Line to take [If raised]

1. We have noted the Argentine wish to reappoint an Ambassador

in London. We await their nomination. As Dr Martinez de Hoz will
know, we have been able to respond positively to the approach made
by the Argentine Foreign Minister and would not foresee any problems

about accepting a suitable candidate.

Background
2o It was the Argentines who took the initiative in October 1975 in

recalling their Ambassador following the deterioration in our relations
over the Falkland Islands dispute: they objected to the economic
survey of the Islands by Lord Shackleton and fired on the RRS Shackleton
on the high seas. They subsequently suggested that our Ambassador be
recalled in January 1976.

Be The Argentines have indicated to us that they would like to restore
relations at Ambassadorial level. We have told them that if they wish
to reinstate an Ambassador in London there should be no political '

problems about accepting a suitable candidate. The next move is with

them: they have not so far followed up with a request for agrément.
No mention has yet been made of a British Ambassador in Buenos Aires:

we are in no hurry and would wish to be flexible about the timing.

4, Given British public and parliamentary concern about abuses of

human rights in Argentina, the appointment of an Argentine ambassador

is bound to be contraversial.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Private Secretary

EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS WITH ARGENTINA
Problem

s The Argentine Government have approached us about restoring
our relations at Ambassadorial level in London and Buenos Aires,
suggesting that we should take action simultaneously in requesting
and granting agrément. How should we respond?

Background

2 The Argentine Government withdrew their Ambassador from
London and requested the withdrawal of our Ambassador at Buenos
Aires in 1975/76 at a moment of high tension in our quarrel with
them over the Falklands; an Argentine warship had shot at the
RRS Shackleton. Since then both countries have been represented
by Chargé d'Affaires. The Argentine Chargé in London was recalled
in March and at about the same time feelers were put out to us
regarding restoring Ambassadors. It has always been our view
that it was for them to make the first move on this since it

was they who had been responsible for withdrawing Ambassadors.
British Ministers told the Argentine Government earlier this
year that there would be no objection in principle by us to a
restoration of Ambassadors, and there was premature press
speculation at the time that we were on the point of exchanging
Ambassadors again.

i If it were decided to restore Ambassadors simultaneously

and quickly as the Argentines now wish, it would be necessary
for us to reach an early decision about who the British

/Ambassador ...

J
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Ambassador should be. Mr Carless, the present Chargé, was

sent to BA on promotion less than two years ago; those
responsible for personnel affairs would doubtless be submitting
separately about whether he should now be given the title of
Ambassador, or whether it would be necessary to send a different
officer. In this connection the PUS's minute of 11 October 1977
is relevant.

Argument

4. The arguments in favour of restoring Ambassadors include
the following:

(i) We are currently involved in protracted negotiations
about the Falkland Islands and, even if these were
to be wound up, there would remain an important and
complex political problem. In these circumstances
denying ourselves the access and authority of an
Ambassador, presents both countries with practical
difficulties.

(ii) We have never considered the appointment of an
Ambassador conveying approval on a regime or its
policies;

(iii) The most likely Argentine candidate (Dr Ortiz de Rosas)
is a diplomat of high standing and ability who will
attract much less criticism in this country than a
military man - which many of their Ambassadors are.

The other likely candidate is a former civilian
Foreign Minister who would also be uncontroversial.

(iv) We are currently involved in a large number of public

sector commercial deals where the prestige of an
Ambassador could be advantageous.

CONFIDENTIAL
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B Arguments against include the following:

(i) It might give the impression to the Falkland
Islanders and the Falklands lobby here that we
were about to "do a deal" with Argentina to
their disadvantage. Although the Islanders and
their lobby are congenitally suspicious, I think
these fears could be allayed by explicit ministerial

o [

explanations.

(ii) The Argentine Government's record in the human rights
field is lamentable; they have been waging an internal
war on their terrorist opponents which has involved
the abduction of many thousands of Argentine citizens
and the widespread use of torture on suspects. The
human rights lobby in this country must be expected
to raise a protest at any move which might be
interpreted as placatory. The outcry would probably
be sharper against action by a Conservative Government
than against action by a Labour Government, because
the strong links between sections of the human rights
lobby and the Labour movement enabled the latter to
exercise some control on the former. However,
effective use could no doubt be made of the argument
in paragraph 4(ii) above. We could also rightly claim
that we could make more effective representations about
human rights through an Ambassador than without one.

it will highlight the anomaly of not having Ambassadorial
relations with Chile, where human rights abuses are now
less frequent and disturbing than they are in Argentina.
But there are separate considerations. The department
will be submitting in due course about this problem

which is one that can await an approach from the

f R | (iii) If we restore Ambassadorial relations with Argentina,
I

/Chilean ...
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Chilean Government; and, in any case, we would not
need to be rushed into parallel action.

6. On balance I consider that the advantages in terms of
enhanced effectiveness in political negotiation and trade
promotion outweigh the disadvantages of having to answer
misdirected criticism.

Recommendation

e I therefore recommend that the Secretary of State should
authorise the Department to pursue with the Argentine Government
the early restoration of Ambassadors.

Bene.

J B Ure
South America Department

9 May, 1979

Copies to:
Lord Privy Seal

Chief Clerk

POD
i 1 agree. There was really no question of our snubbing the
Argentines about their request to send an Ambassador. The only

question was whether Ambassadors should be appointed more or less
simultaneously or whether we should take our time about an

actual appointment whilst agreeing to the exchange in principle.

12,
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2. I do not think that we need worry greatly about the reaction

of the Falkland Islanders and the Falklands Lobby or about the

problem of chile)but Ministers will certainly wish to be aware of

the likely outcry in this country. On this I have two points to !

add to Mr Ure's minute. The first is that the Argentine i

Government have not only been involved in thousands of abductions

and the widespread use of torture but also in hundreds of murders

'q of suspected political opponents without any semblance of trial.

? Abductions, torture and murder continue but on a much reduced scale.
Secondly, the Llikely protests in this country will, as Mr Ure says,
come from the human rights movement as a whole including many of
independent and particularly, Liberal tendencies and Ministers should

be prepared for this in Parliament and in the press.

E Hall

9 May 1979

cc PS/Lord Privy Seal

I agree. The Argentinians want to mend this fence and

our national interest would be better served with Ambassadors

than without them., To turn the Argentinians down or to

procrastinate would amount to an unjustli‘iable snub.

/\‘O\Mm\q

A D Parsons

10 May 1979 Ly (.,./
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Extract from minute by Sir Michael Eallisgxhgn 11 Octot

"Mpr Ure is correct in thinking that when Mr Carless was
appointed to Buenos Aires as Minister, it was envisaged that
it would be possible at the right moment to get back to
. Ambassadorial representation with the minimum of fuss and
ﬂ* publicity by merely changing his title. (That was one of
the reasons why we picked Mr Carless, who would be fully up
to the job.)"

CONFIDENTIAL
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George Hall Esq CMG
¥CO

Nean Feaith

RELATIONS AT AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL

ks In continuation of the message which I hawe/sent by safe

hand to Sir A Parsons about the ddmarche made to me yesterday

by the Political Director at the Foreign Ministry (Iupiz) on

the subject of agrément for Ambassadors, you will wish to know that:

8. Tupiz had Katzenstein (Chief of Protocol) with him.
He asked that we should take action simultaneously
with the Argentines in requesting agréments for,
and in granting them to, Ambassadors.

b. TIupiz did not mention who the Argentines had in mind
Yo nominate but hinted that it would be Ortiz de
Rosas. Nor did he mention the conversation which the
Foreign Minister had with Mr Rowlands in Brasilia in
late March.

2 Asreported in my message to Parsons, I said that I believed

that Ministers would wish to hold over any decision on the

Argentine démarche until after the elections. I added that, if

this were the case, the new -Foreign Becretary would hardly be able to
give the matter priority attention. Tupiz said that he understood
this and would not expect any agrément to be granted before the

end of May. Katzenstein added that any requests for agrément

would of course be kept secret until they were granted and could

be published.

B My reading of the situation is that:

i. President Videla has now concurred with the recommendation
that Ortiz de Rosas be nominated. -

ii. The Foreign Ilinister is anxious to get an Ambassador to . @
London as soon as possible - especially tclgrqpagn 77 01 4
way for a successful meeting between himself and the
next British Foreign Secretary at the UN in late

s
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iii. In order to app

0 inion, op 3 1Ng
w?..‘c’h Brimg.‘u;, % ting
help them by taking simult

RN g
4. \Where British advantage lies you will be &
more aceurately than I. 1 imagine that some
considerations may apply. If I can help in any
on this matter, I will, as you know, be available

week.

bty O

iy

Hugh Carless

P S You will of course have spotted the fact that when the
Foreign Minister spoke to IMr Rowlands in Brasilia in
mid-lMarch about exchanging Ambassadors, Pastor believed

that we would be agreeing to sign the Agreement on
Scientific Cooperation in the Dependencies. The Argentines
did not know that we would be unable to sign until your
talks in New York with Oliveri L8pez on 21 March. Thus
the peg - of progress in the Falklands negotiations -

on which the Foreign Minister had hoped to hang his
initiative about Ambassadors has been removed.

This makes it awkward for him.

-

e
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South America Department
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MY TEINO 39: APPOINTMENT OF ARGENTINE AMBASSADORS) 3D~ (%

e Iast month, the Foreign Minister submitted to the
President a.list of recommendations for Argentine Ambassadors
to be appointed to ten or so foreign governments. These
include the Italian and Spanish as well as our own.

2 The tendency behind these recommendations was to
replace military men serving as politically appointed
Ambassadors - in Rome and lMadrid, for example - by career
diplomats. I believe the recommendation for London is
Ortiz de' Rosas.

3. Whether the President and the Junta will follow the
Foreign Minister's recommendations remains to be seen. So

{ far the only appointment which seems to have emerged from

| 9 the process is that of Rafael Martinez Raymonda, a politician
and one of the leaders of the Progressive Democratic party,
who is being appointed to Rome. Rumour here has it that
Nicanor Costa lMendeg, who you know from his recent visit,
continues to be a candidate for London although not
recommended as the Foreign Minister's first choice.

4, Even if the President shortly decides whom he wishes
to appoint to London, the Argentines may delay in seeking
agrément until after our General Election.

Youns e

P3: My Italian
colleague has since
told me that the
Argentines have not
yet asked for agrem
on behalf of Raym
that he is not ¢
that Raymonda is the
for whom_they will

0 S

eventually.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

oze/, " London SWIA 2AH

4 April, 1979
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J B Ure Esq IMVO p
South America Department

FCO -

ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATIONS

e You may already have begun to prepare policy option papers
for the incoming administration. T am writing to George Hz
about options over the Falklands. Should you be doing a
separate option paper on policy towards South America, I hope
you may be able To argue for a more forward-looking policy

towards Argentina.

.
L Ew
!

s
G

2 The following scraps of recent news may be of use to you.

a. The French Finance llinister is planning a visit here
S00n.

b. The Americen Ambassador in his well publicised speech
this week to the American Chamber of Commerce stated

that human rights were improving here.

c. At a lunch which Martinez de Hoz gave for Bobby Henderson
and his team from Kleinwort Benson on Tuesday (at which
T was not present), he enquired how his British guests
believed that relations might be improved. When his
turn came to speak, Robin Edmonds mentioned the
possibility of a Memorandum of Understanding - on the

/ which lines of thatpwe concluded with Brazil in 1975.
Martfnez de Hoz expressed interest and said that he

would ask me if I could show him & CcODY.

% We have no copy of the MOU here and I would be most grateful i
if you would consider letting me have one. . 3

4. In view of the fact that Martfnez de Hoz will be in England
during election week, the possibility of his beil able to discuss Ow
relations with British Ministers seems slight. ~You may perhaps
prefer me not to give him a copy of the %Qytﬁpm&gg IR
pre-election period. On the other hand, it may arious to
tithhold @ more or less public document from him ¢ ' y
easily obtain a copy from other sources.

i
Gl
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1o We talked on the telephone on 19 March on this subject. For
the record, the Argentine Foreign Minister, Brigadier C arlos
Weshington Pastor, broached the subject during a conversation with
journalists on his way back from Caracas and Brasilia. There he
had met Mr Rowlands, at the celebrations in honour of the new
Presidents of Venezuela and Brazil, and he said that th ey had
agreed on the exchange of Ambassadors.

2. The Clarin report was the longer of the two that appeared.
It reported Pastor as saying that Argentina would shortly be
proposing to Britain the normalising of diplomatic relations

with the appointment of respective Ambassadors. A note proposing
this move would shortly be delivered to Hugh Carless. The press
reports implied that the matter was virtually a fait accompli.

3 The FCO spokesmaen's statement on 19 liarch has been widely
reported here, The headlines used tend to suggest that the
initiative for the restoration of Ambassadors was at le ast mutual,
rather than Argentinian, but the substance of the stories is
reasonably accurate. There seems to be little surprise at the
move, on which has been rumoured here for some time.

\zot/vv:) %'
Qudrges

A R Murray.
(Head of Chancery)

UNCLASSIFIED
A - g & o




Mr Yre, South America Department

BRIEFING ON ARGENTINA FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

125 The Political Office at No 10 have asked for briefing
for the Prime Minister in connection with the meeting of the
Labour Party NEC on Wednesday 28 March. Members of the NEC
have received notification of the following emergency
resolution submitted by Mr Alex Kitson:

"On the occasion of the third anniversary of the
military coup in Argentina, the National Executive
Committee of the Labour Party deplores the fact that
the régime of General Videla continues to deny basic
political rights to the people of Argentina. The
National Executive Committee therefore calls on the
Argentine authorities to restore political and trade
union rights, to hold free elections, to account for
the "disappeared" and to release all political
prisoners. The National Executive Committee believes
it would be totally inappropriate for the British
Government to accredit an Ambassador to Argentina
until such time as political and trade union rights
have been re-established."

205 I should be grateful if you could let me have factual
briefing for the Prime Minister by close of play tomorrow,
Friday 23 March. In view of recent controversy about Civil
Servants briefing for Party political occasions, I should
make it clear that the Prime Minister will be defending
Government policy and that any specifically Party political
briefing will be added by me. PS/PUS, whom I have consulted,
concurs with this approach. I shall submit the final brief
to Dr Owen over the weekend. 1 should be grateful for any
comments which Mr Rowlands may have by close of play Friday.

EScA;,ilw/,/g-ﬁ,

o e

David Stephen
Political Adviser
22 March 1979

Copied to: Mr Wall
PS/Mr Rowlands
Ps/PUS
Sir A Parsons
Mr Hall or
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comments by Mr Rowlands and Mr Stephen.

The Secretary of State has commented that it
pity that the news about the possible exchange of

breaks like this, there should be a standing inst

should consult Ministers. If Ministers are not i

Department should take.

(G G H Walden)

23 March 1979

o
R, cCc: PS/Mr Rowlands
PS/PUS
x4 Sir A Duff
\ Sir A Parsons
£ Mr Whyte, News Dept
i Mr Ure, SAmD
Kl
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Argentina: Exchange of‘Ambassagggs
/

Dr Owen has seen your minute of 20 March, together with

is a great
Ambassadors

has come out in this way. It is his view that, when a story
ruction that

both the geographical department concerned and News Depar
n the FCO they

can be consulted by telephone. In any event Private Office
should be informed of the line it is proposed that News
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ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS

Te I understand that you have asked for a note about the
background to Mr Walden's minute of 23 March. I was away
from the Office on the day when this incident occurred,
having not yet returned after a week's Antarctic Conference
in Berne. However, Mr Hall's minute of 20 March, together
with its supporting attachments, explains what happened.
Subsequent minutes by Mr Stephen and Mr Rowlands are also
relevant, as is the Financial Times piece of 20 lMarch which
gives the flavour of the press reports to which the Secretary
of State took exception.

2 Since my return, the Labour Party NEC have put down
a resolution on this and I have submitted, at Mr Stephen's
request, a note for the Prime Minister's use when he sees

the NEC next week.

J B Ure
South America Department

2% March, 1979

CONFIDENTIAL
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ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AMBAS§ADORS

i T understand that you have asked for a note about the

A background to Mr Walden's minute of 23 March. I was away
from the Office on the day when this incident occurred,
having not yet returned after a week's Antarctic Conference

B {{Sa) in Berne. However, Mr Hall's minute of 20 March, together
with its supporting attachments, explains what happened.

C,D (liJ«Subsequent minutes by Mr Stephen and lr Rowlands are also

E relevant, as is the Financial Times piece of 20 March which
gives the flavour of the press reports to which the Secretary
of State took exception.

e Since my return, the Labour Party NEC have put down
F(Eé) a resolution on this and I have submitted, at Mr Stephen's
request, a note for the Prime Minister's use when he sees

the NEC next week.

J B Ure
South America Department

2% March, 1979
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ik I am not sure that the line drafted by the Department was
quite right - though I entirely agree that no blame attaches
to News Department for using what they were advised to use.

2. But what is essential in these cases is to ensure that
such advice is cleared with the Political Adviser and with a
Minister. It is particularly true of the present case since
Mr Stephen had already indicated, in his minute of 6 February,
that very careful press briefing would be required. I can not

think why the Department failed to do this. It was more than
remiss.

2 April 1979 Michael Palliser

CONFIDENTIAL
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Mr Stephen

Sir A Parsons

Mr Hall o.T.

South America Dept

cc:

News Dept

ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS

1s Mr Rowlands has seen Ir Hall's submis
Mr Stephen's accompanying minute of the same date.
commented that he thinks that News Department took
correct line in the circumstances; given the fact

Argentine Foreign Minister had leaked the news, we

react in the way we did.

2 Concerning lMr Stephen's
from the human rig
Ambassador in Buenos Aires,

- make 1t clear that our Amba
particular human rights is
the Argentine

Ambassadorial level.

e
e L 8 -

I A Doherty
21 March 1979
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sion of 20 I and

He has
an entirely
that the

could only

point, that there will be criticism
chts activists at the reinstatement of an

Mr Rowlands believes that we should
ssador was not withdrawn over any
sue, and that we wish to respond to

request to restore diplomatic relations to




Sir A Parsons
PS/Mr Rowlands
Mr Stephen

BRIEFING ON ARGENTINA FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

Al I suggest that when the Prime Minister meets members of
the Labour Party National Executive Committee (NEC) on 28 March
he should respond to the resolution about Argentina along the
following lines:

Line to take

En The British Government not only deplores the abuses of
human rights which have taken place in Argentina over the

past 3 years and before, but has missed no opportunity to make
our views known to the Argentine authorities and to press for
information about all cases in which we have a direct interest.
There have in fact béen some signs recently that international
pressures havé been beginning to achieve some effect: most
notably, the Argentine Government has recently agreed to allow
a visit by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to
look into some of the questions which worry the NEC and others.

B As regards Ambassadors, it was the Argentines who withdrew
their Ambassador from London and asked for the withdrawal of ours .
from Buenos Aires in 1975/76. This was in the absence of any ?
talks about the Falkland Islands and at a time when the temperature
over that dispute was rising. They had shot at one of our ships.
Since then — with the support of the Falkland Islanders - we

have embarked on a dialogue with the Argentine Government to reach

some measure of understanding about the future of the Falklands. '
We have conceded nothing on sovereignty. But the atmosphere is ‘
less tense, which is a considerable relief to the Falkland
Islanders among (others. )

fhe  aue
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4, In these circumstances, the Argentines have approached
us about restoring Ambassadors. We have told them privately,
but quite bluntly, that it is for them to make any move on
this. So far they have not put forward a name for London.
We have told them that if and when they do, we will give
careful consideration to their candidate. No decision has
yet been made, and indeed none is yet called for, on when we
might send an Ambassador to Buenos Aires or who this might be.

e But in this connection, I would point out two things:
firstly, the fact of having Ambassadors is not an indicator
of the warmth of our relations. We have Ambassadors in a lot
of countries whose policies we abhor. Secondly, it is at
times when there are awkward problems to be sorted out that
Ambassadors can be most useful. It suits us and the Falkland
Islanders to talk now to Argentina, and the moment may well
come soon when an Ambassador would be an essential instrument
in this process. Equally, we wish to continue to keep up the
pressure on Argentinasbout human rights, and an Ambassador -
with the access that only he can have - is likely also to be
an effective tool in this process.

6. The NEC may be quite sure on one point: if and when we
send an Ambassador back to Buenos Aires it will be made
perfectly clear to the Argentine Government that this represents
no tolerance of the unacceptable aspects of their society to
which the NEC resolution rightly draws attention.

Defensive Note

7., If asked why, in the above circumstances, we still have
not had an exchange of Ambassadors with Chile, the Prime Minister
might reply that the cases are quite different. We withdrew

..
.

/our ...
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our Ambassador after the torture of Dr Sheila Cassidy as

a protest against this despicable mistreatment of a British
subject. Nothing that has happened there since has made us
feel that the time was right for sending back our Ambassador.
In short, in Chile the absence of a British Ambassador is
the result of a British initiative directly concerned with
human rights. That has never been the case in Argentina.

TR

J B Ure
South America Department

22 March, 1979

Copies to:
Mr Wall
PS/PUS

Mr Hall  0.r.
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ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS
s I attach a copy of comment made by News Department yesterday

in answer to questions on this subject.

2'a The Secretary of State agreed to Mr Ure's submission of

2 February on this subject which recommended that we should tell
the Argentines that if they wished to reinstate an Ambassador in
London we would not foresee any problems about accepting a suitable
candidate and that as far as the appointment of an Ambassador by us
was concerned we would need to lLook at the timing of this and the
person to be appointed. The Secretary of State repeated his
decision at a meeting held in his office on 6 March,when he said
that we should be flexible about the timing of our own appointment
and should perhaps try to make it coincide with an expected
announcement that Argentina was accepting a visit from the Inter-

American Human Rights Commission.

2. When Mr Rowlands saw the Argentine Foreign Minister during the
Presidential inaugurations in Caracas and Brasilia he confirmed to
Sr Pastor that if the Argentine Government wish to reinstate an
Ambassador in London we would not foresee any problems about
accepting a suitable candidate. On his way back to Buenos Aires

Sr Pastor leaked to journalists, including the BBC Latin American

/correspondent

CONFIDENTIAL
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correspondent, what Mr Rowlands had said to him. There had been
no agreement between ourselves and the Argentines to say anything

in public on this question.

3 In order to handle any questions that might arise on this
subject the Department, in the absence of Mr Rowlands and the

Secretary of State, gave News Department a line to take in answer

C to questions in Mr Sindall's minute of 19 March. This Line was
P ————————
completely in accordance with Ministerial decisions. Given Sr

Pastor's leak to the press we clearly could not in answer to

questions deny his account of our response to the Argentine

initiative. News Department did not offer any comment - nor were
they asked - about our intentions over the appointment of a British
Ambassador in Buenos Aires. Had they been asked they were, as can

be seen, briefed to reply that this question had not yet arisen
{- v
k| and that if the Argentines did seek agrement for an Ambassador here

& we would naturally wish to consider the level of our own

- and News Department do not expect questions today - I believe it
would be right to stick to what was said yesterday but to volunteer

the answer to question C provided in Mr Sindall's minute of

yesterday.

4. The Department has briefed Mr Stephen on these lines in

I dealing with enquiries from the Labour Party.

f Hall
20 March 1979

f
_ ( cc Sir A Parsons :k«b

Mr Whyte, News Dept

[

CONFIDENTIAL

representation in Argentina. 1f there is any further press interest
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ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS
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Mr McCrory, News Department

ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AIMBASSADORS

T We spoke. You should use the following on the record line
in answer to guestions:-

"It was Argentina and not Britain who took the initiative
in withdrawing Ambassadors. The Argentine Government have
now indicated that they wish to see relations restored to
/the level of Ambassadors. The Argentine Government is aware
of Britain's view that, where differences exist, it is better
to have Ambassadors than not; and that if the Argentine
Government now wish to restore relations to ambassadorial

el we wou e ready to see 18 happen.

Y.

Supplementaries

(a) Question: Who has taken the initiative?
Answer: Argentina. It was she and not Britain who

took the initiative in October 1975 in recalling
her Ambassador.

(b) Question: Have the Argentines formally proposed an
Ambassador?

Answer: No request for agrément has yet been made..

(¢) Question: Has HMG formally proposed an Ambassador in BA?

Answer: This question has not yet arisen.
( If the Argentines now do seek agrément for
\ an Ambassador here, we shall naturally wish
\ to consider the level of our own representation
\ in Argentina.

(a) Quéstion: What about human rights?

Answer: Ministers have made our views on human rights
very plain to the Argentine Government. The
restoration of Ambassadors would not signify
any change in HMG's policy over human rights.

(If pressed) If Ambassadors are restored this
could help not hinder our exchange of views with
the Argentine Government on this important issue.

(e) Question: What about the Falklands?

/Answer ...

r.‘ 7.‘-- b +
QDE 18.77 P B R N
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Answe

19 March, 1979

There are no implications for our policy.
Nor does the prospect of restoring
Ambassadors mean there has been any new
development or new initiative in the
current Anglo-Argentine negotiations.

P

A J Sindall
South America Department
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ST KITTS AND NEVIS

Spokesman said that Mp Rowlands wowld be receiving representatives

from St Kitts and Nevig

this afternoon for {8 on constitutional

developments in the area. Asked ,about the position ncerning Anguilla,

he said that repre

sentatives

From Anguilla would be calli FCO

b

for talks later in the week.

ARGENTINA - EXCHAI

7,8

VE' A PMBRACOATADOS
OF AMI AOOADORS?

L . Lo U A . a.
Spokesman was asked to Leport on rrwmw reports that khex dlrloqflc
relations between Britain and ¥exArgenting

were to be resumed at
N - .
dared sl Bidais,
Ambassadorial level. He r plied that it had been A%ﬁuntinaiwho had
taken the initiative i nthdrawing Ambassadors in 1976. The Argentine
government had now indieat: U they wanted to gee relations resumed
at the level of ambassadors. The Argentine iovernment was aware of
Britain's view that re difficulties existed 34

o

was better to have
ambassadors than not, ahd th

Lilcd

o+

nf
to restore relations to Ambassadorial level Britain would be b

the A!TKTleHf'f”OVQIYHnCHt#IOW wished

‘eady
to see this happen. Questioned further, Spokesman said that no request
—_— . Ti AA(SI‘«T.HU :
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MR -JUDD TO ATTEND EEC/ACP MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE: P == AR
Spokesman made the following announcement;

"

The Minister of State at the Foreign and commonwealth office,

Me Frank Judd MP, will head the British delegation to the joint

ACP/EEC Ministerial Conference from Wednesday 21 March to Saturday

24 March which will be organised by the ACP side at Freeport,

Bahamas.

Mr Judd will be accompanied by officials from the Foreign

and Commonwealth Office, the Ministry of Overseas pbevelopment

and the UK's Permanent Representation to the European Communities.

The purpose of the Conference 1s to press forward with the

negotiations for a successor to the Lomé Canvention between the

European Community and 57 African, Caribbean and ppelfiec States
(including 28 members of the Commonwealth) which expires in
1980. A similar Ministerial Meeting was held in Brussels on

21 December 1978. The meeting is being held in Freeport because

it is the turn of the Caribbean countries to act host.

The Conference, which will begin with a Joint Council of
ACP and EEC Ministers on the management of the existing Lomé
Convention, opens on 22 March and is expected to last until Llate

on Saturday 24 March. Me Judd will return to London early on

Sunday morning 25 March. He will then go straight to his

constituency in Portsmouth."
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BRIEFING ON ARGENTINA FOR THE PRIME MINISTER 0l ko sAD.

£l I suggest that when the Prime Minister meets members of é;;
the Labour Party National Executive Committee (NEC) on 28 March .

he should respond to the resolution about Argentina along the
following lines:

Iine to take

2l The British Government not only deplores the abuses of
human rights which have taken place in Argentina over the

past 3 years and before, but has missed no opportunity to make
our views known to the Argentine authorities and to press for
information about all cases in which we have a direct interest.
There have in fact been some signs recently that international
pressures have been beginning to achieve some effect: most
notably, the Argentine Government has recently agreed to allow
a visit by the Inter—American Commission on Human Rights to
look into some of the questions which worry the NEC and others.

Die As regards Ambassadors, it was the Argentines who withdrew
their Ambassador from Tondon and asked for the withdrawal of ours
from Buenos Aires in 1975/76. This was in the absence of any
talks about the Falkland Islands and at & time when the temperature
over that dispute was rising. They had shot at one of our ships.
Since then - with the support of the Falkland Islanders - we

have embarked on a dialogue with the Argentine Government to reach
some measure of understanding about the future of the Falklands.
We have conceded nothing on sovereignty. But the atmosphere is
less tense, which is a considerable relief to the Falkland
TIslanders among others.

A LS




4. In these circumstances, the Argentines have approached
us about restoring Ambassadors. We have told them privately,
but quite bluntly, that it is for them to make any move on
this. So far they have not put forward a name for London.

We have told them that if and when they do, we will give
careful consideration to their candidate. No decision has
yet been made, and indeed none is yet called for, on when we
might send an Ambassador to Buenos Aires or who this might be.

B But in this connection, I would point out two things:
firstly, the fact of having Ambassadors is not an indicator
of the warmth of our relations. We have Ambassadors in a lot
of countries whose policies we abhor. Secondly, it is at
times when there are awkward problems to be sorted out that
Ambassadors can be most useful. It suits us and the Falkland
Islanders to talk now to Argentina, and the moment may well
come soon when an Ambassador would be an essential instrument
in this process. Equally, we wish to continue to keep up the
pressure on Argentinaabout human rights, and an Ambassador -
with the access that only he can have - is likely also to be
an effective tool in this process.

6. The NEC may be quite sure on one point: if and when we
send an Ambassador back to Buenos Aires it will be made
perfectly clear to the Argentine Government that this represents
no tolerance of the unacceptable aspects of their society to
which the NEC resolution rightly draws attention.

Defensive Note

T If asked why, in the above circumstances, we still have

not had an exchange of Ambassadors with Chile, the Prime Minister

might reply that the cases are quite different. We withdrew

Jour ...




our Ambassador after the torture of Dr Sheila Cassidy as

a protest against this despicable mistreatment of a British
subject. Nothing that has happened there since has made us
feel that the time was right for sending back our Ambassador.
In short, in Chile the absence of a British Ambassador is
the result of a British initiative directly concerned with
human rights. That has never been the case in Argentina.

Jd B Ure
South America Department

22 March, 1979 <:,_\\)

Copies to: E
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CONFIDENTIAL

Mr Ure i ' e
Mr Hall ; % e e
Mr Stephen | 41/’) .. __J
PS/Mr Rowlands

Private Secretary

ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS
1. I attach a copy of the News Department's statement made yesterday

on this subject.

2. The background to this is as follows. When Mr Rowlands saw the
Argentine Foreign Minister at the Brazilian Presidential inauguration

he confirmed to Sr Pastor that we would be ready to see relations

restored to Ambassadorial level if the Argentines, as we gathered, now
wished this. On his way back to Buenos Aires, Sr Pastor told journalists
including the BBC Latin American Correspondent, what Mr Rowlands had said to
him. This was a leak; there had been no agreement between ourselves and
the Argentines to' say anything public on this question. Hence the British
press wished to know whether what Sr Pastor had said was indeed s0. I
therefore agreed with Mr Hall that News Department should take the line
given in my minute of 19 March; this was reflected in their statement.

The Secretary of State had earlier agreed (Mr Ure's submission of 2 February)
that we should not rebuff the Argentine initiative over a resumption of

relations at Ambassadorial level.

3, News Department did not offer any comment - nor were they asked -
about our intentions over the appointment of a British Ambassador in
Buenos Aires. Had they been asked, they were briefed to reply that this
question had not yet arisen; and that if the Argentines did seek agrément
for an Ambassador here, HMG would naturally wish to consider the level of

its own representation in Argentina.

/h.
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L, Given Sr Pastor's leak to the press we could clearly not deny his

account of our response to the'ahrgentlne initiative.

so far remained firmly within the concept of a resumption of relations

at Ambassadorial level and has not gone

do about an Ambassador in Buenos Aires.

interest - and News Department do not expect questions today - I believe it

would be right to stick to what we said

on to speculate what we might
If there is any further press

yesterday and avoid any further

But our line has

comment. We might, however, indicate however unattributably that there

is a distinction to be drawn between the present position of principle and

what practical consequences might later

5. The department has also briefed Mr Stephen to reassure Labour Party

flow from this.

enquirers, and to point out that there has been no UK initiative towards

Argentina about relations.

R S-..L»L

20 March 1979

CC:
Sir A Parsons

Mr Whyte News Department

CONFIDENTTAL

CODE 18-77 l

A J Sindall
South America Department
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ST KITTS AND NEVIS : ;
Spokesman said that Mr Rowlands would be rcc01v1ng representatlves

from St Kitts and Nevis this afternoon for talks on constltutlonal

i
dcveloPments in the area. Asked about the position concerning Anguilla,

he said that representatives from Anpu)l]a would be calling at FCO

for talks later in the week.

ARGENTINA - EXCHUANGLE OF AMBASSADORS?

Lo U s a, .
Spokesman was asked to roport on rewak reports that xhrx diplomtic

K

relations between Britain and khwexArgentine were to be resumed at
oaand a~el 64‘&“—
Ambassadorial level. He roplied that it had been Argcntlnalwho had
taken the initiative in withdrawing Ambassadors in 1976. The Argentine
government had now indicated that they wanted to see rolationq bevumed
at the level of Ambu°%adors. The Argentine government was aware ‘of
Britain's view thut where difficulties existed it was better to haye

ambassadors than not, ahd that if the Arpientine uovernmen?ﬁow wished

to restore relations to Ambagsadorial level Britain would be ready

to see this happen. Questioned further , wpokesman said that no request
4 A»\\sz-«‘l. -

had yet been made/f01 agrement.
\
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RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA % «‘//)

1. Andrew Murray called from Buenos Aires this evening on
the following two points:

a) Ambassadorial relations. Following Pastor's return to

b)

Buenos Aires, articles have appeared in the local

press saying that following Mr Rowlands's meeting with
the Argentine Foreign Minister in Venezuela/Brazil,

both sides have agreed that relations will be resumed

at Ambassadorial level. One press report, in particular,
said that the Argentines will be submitting a Note to

the British Chargé as soon as Mr Carless gets back to
Buenos Aires. In return, I gave Mr Murray the gist

of the line which News Department are taking.

Sir Frederick Catherwood's interview with Videla. When

Catherwood saw Videla last Friday he had a general exchange
on Anglo/Argentine relations. Videla said our relations
were on a rising curve due partly to the improvement in
trade and partly also to the fact that a more positive
dialogue had been opened regarding sovereignty over the
Falklands. Continuity was required. On the Falklands
issue, the passage of time had been beneficial. We should
continue to search for a pragmatic solution.

S (Lot

J R Cowling

19 March 1979 South America Department

CONFIDENTIAL
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Mr Ure QT.

FATKTANDS

1. As you will see from the minutes below, Mr Rowlands L
approved our draft message to Island Councillors and draft :
press announcement .about the New York talks.

2. I duly telegraphed the Councillors message to the
Governor (using the Marines' communications 1link)

and asked the Governor, as Mr Rowlands had requested,
to mention to Councillors the question of exchanging
Ambassadors with Argentina (see tel attached). i’

3, On 13 March the Embassy in Buenos Aires telephoned

%o say that the Argentine MFA had now formally s
that there should be & press announcement. The

Argentines had offered a draft text and wanted

the announcement to be made as soon possible.

I therefore relayed the Embassy our aft and asked

them to seek Argentine agreement to this. I also asked

the Embassy to seek Argentine agreement that the announcement
should not be made until 16 March so as to give the

Governor time to clear his lines with Councillors.

325w AN ST .

L. Mr Gozney telephoned me again on 15 March to say

that the entines Powk accepted our conditions and “{reed
that th¥a buld be simultaneously released in London

and Buenos Aires on Friday 16 March.

16 March 1979

cc: Ly, OS5
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waiting times in 1970, 1974 and 1976.

December  December

1974* 1976*
New Delhi ... g} ]Z*
Not 25
available
Islamabad ... 22 13
Karachi ... 22 13

12 MARCH 1979

‘India, Bangladesh and Pakistan ; and : ¥
what were the respective figures for such not recorded before 1974, Times waited

Writien Answers b7
Mr. Tomlinson : Waiting times were

/7

since then were as follows:

Time in months

December 1978
Main .

Priority settlement  Husbands Fiances
No delay 5 1 103
No delay 4% 11 11

6 20 Noneseen None seen

33 19 19 21

33 19 19 21

* Between 1974 and 1976 all applicants were interviewed in the order in which they applied. In

1977 separate queues were instituted.

, Argentina

Mr. Ford asked the Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
what are the prospects for an exchange of
ambassadors between the the United
Kingdom and Argentina.

Mr. Rowlands: The Argentines with-
drew their ambassador from London in
1975 and requested the withdrawal of
our’s a few months later. It is therefore
for them formally to initiate the reinstate-
ment of ambassadors,

Spandaw Prison, West Berlin

Lord James Douglas-Hamilton asked
the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what is and has
been the annual cost of maintaining Span-
dau Prison, West Berlin for each of the
last 10 years, to (a) Great Britain, (b) the
Federal German Government, and (¢) to
France, the United States of America, and
the USSR.

Mr. Judd: Information on the costs
of maintaining Spandau prison in each
of the last 10 years is not readily avail-
able.

In 1978, the only direct cost to the
Cnited Kingdom in connection with main-
‘aining Spandau prison was the salaries
Jf the British warders which amounted to
£25.732. My right hon, Friend has no
derails of the direct costs incurred by

F_‘a.r,cc, the United States and the Soviet
Cnion.

No costs fall directly on the Federal
U:rman Government, although the latter
imburses the Senat for the costs of the
“cupation of Berlin. These occupation
515 include some of the running costs
o the prison which in 1978 amounted to

4 H2

approximately DM 150,000 in respect of
expenditure incurred by the British autho-
rities. My right hon. Friend has no
details of the expenditure incurred by
the French, United States and Soviet
authorities.

The balance of the cost of maintain-
ing Spandau prison is borne by the Senat,
without reimbursement from the Federal
German Government. For 1978 this sum
was estimated at DM 945,000,

Liberia

“ M. Greville Janner asked the Secretary
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs whether he will request the
Liberian Ambassador to the Court of St.
James to send back to Liberia the diplo-
mat who refused to allow an inquest to be
held on his three-year-old daughter by
relying upon diplomatic immunity.

Mr. Tomlinson : We have seen a press
report about this incident which was not
accurate in all respects. The matter has
been discussed with the Liberian Ambas-
sador who has been most co-operative,
and with the authorities concerned. It is
our understanding that the coroner de-
cided, having regard to all the circum-
stances, that it would not be appropriate
to proceed with an inquest on the

daughter of the Liberian diplomat con-
cerned.

P Commonwealth Day

Mr. James Yohnson asked the Secretary
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs if, recognising that 12 March is
Commonwealth Day, he will make a
statement.

Dr. Owen: The British Government
attach great importance to membership
of the Commonwealth and will continue




12 March 1979

ford (Bradford North): To ask the Secretary
Foreign and Commonwea 1th HII&TP
qvo"ﬂorto for an exchanse oF Lmoarsadors
Un‘ted ¥i fdom and aArgentina.

No tizg

VR TED ROWLANDS

The Argentineswithdrew their Ambassador from London
in 1975 and requested the withdrawal of ours a few
months later. It is therefore for them formally to
initiate the reinstatement of Ambassadors.

T O AR T T Y TR I R
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g I am grateful to you for pointing out to me that the Argentine i
Chargé did not call on the Minister of State on 16 February and

( that obviously some other conversation is in mind here. We should
report this to Mr Chick.

we should at this stage submit to Ministers a line to take about
v}“wﬂ exchanging Ambassadors, but Mr Whyte says that his department is
not being pressed about this at present and can rest quite happily
on the line that we have received no request for agrément and that
it was the Argentines who originally provoked the breach.

§5$ 26 T discussed with the Head of News Department yesterday whether
oﬂv

B However, particularly in view of lr Stephen's reminder that

the restoration of Ambassadors with Argentina will need careful press

 l briefing here, I think we should now have prepared a submission (
covering press briefing which could be put up to Ministers as soon.\
as we receive the formal request for agrément for Ortiz de Rozas

(or anyone else). This can be on the lines of the piece prepared

recently and shown to me by Mr Sindall. The background for the

record briefing might usefully however be expanded to illustrate

how we use Ambassadors to defend human rights in Latin America

and elsewhere. The theme of the briefing must be:

(a) The breaking of Ambassadorial relations was an
Argentine initiative, and so is the restoring of them.

(b) Ambassadors are not an indicator of cordiality; they
are a channel of communication.

(¢c) Restoration of Ambassadors in no way indicates a change
or acceleration in our Falklands negotiations.

(d) Restoring Ambassadors will enable us to exert more
influence on Argentina - see above.

4, In short, I would like to have all this teed up so that we
can go forward at very short notice when required.

Mo

J B Ure
South America Department

1 March, 1979

Copy to:
Mr Sindall
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Mr HJ S N B 3
Parliamen@déy Unit

EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS WITH ARGENTINA

% Mr Ford's question is doubtless prompted by the imminent
departure of the Argentine Chargé d'Affaires from London.

2. The Secretary of State has agreed that there need

be no political objection to accepting a suitable Argentine
Ambassador if and when one 1is proposed; and that we would
then re-consider our own representation in BA. The Argentine
Government have been informally notified of this view.

?a We wish to avoid criticism from the human rights lobby
if and when Ambassadors are reinstated; we also wish to

avoid speculation that this heralds fresh developments in

our Falklands negotiations. The reply should therefore be

low key and emphasise that the initiative lies with Argentina.

4, I submit a draft which has been agreed with P & CD.

Muans

- -

J B Ure
South America Department

/

8 March, 1979

Copies to: /L_T
PS/Mr Rowlands g J.L
P & CD /
News Dept

CONFIDENTIAL




CODE 18-77

T '. C A

%T/—ETM

S— A
ey o, 18 ’

/ i) 'y V "_'_ "(‘ M//P
b Be b i o

A,

T r— @ q
ARGENTINA: EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS I«ﬂ" >

1. This morning, Mr Malcomson took a call from Miss Imogen
Marks of the Latin America Economic Report. She said that
"Clarin" in Buenos Aires had carried a report to the effect
that we were about to exchange Ambassadors. (we have also
received a letter from Mr Chick about press speculation along
these lines). Miss Marks appeared to know that when Sr
Manrique called on Mr Rowlands the latter had pointed to the
need to improve Anglo-Argentine relations and had said that
the British Government would respond favourably if the
Argentines wished to propose a suitable candidate for the post
of Ambassador in London. Mr Malcomson also took a call on

my phone from "La Prensa's" London correspondent. It was not
clear why this correspondent was trying to get in touch with me
but it could well be on the same subject.

2. Given the press speculation in Buenos Aires and Miss

Marks' specific question I think it is only a matter of time
before the story breaks more widely in London. I therefore

think we should arm News Department accordingly. (You will
recall that Mr Stephen has minuted on our submission on

this subject that'"very careful press briefing will be required
to ensure that any decision along the lines of the recommendation
is not mispresented outside as a turning of a blind eye by us

to the appalling human rights situation in Argentina').

3. I attach, in draft, a press line together with a background
note for the use of News Department.

S8 Gz

J R Cowling
27 February 1979 South America Department

cc: PS/Mr Rowlands

CONFIDENTIAL
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Unit through your
Under-Secretary by
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Ia Mr Ben Ford (Bradford North): To ask the Secretary b
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 3
what, are the prospects for an exchange of ambassadors
between the United ¥ingdom and Argentina. ;

“ .
| \

=

‘f‘tjwa-\é%'bhe rgentmeﬁ.ﬁ withdrew their Ambassador l m

from London in 1975 and requested the wn.thdrawal of
vevsllne ours a few months later. It is therefore for theﬁ' %"




BRITISH EMBASSY
BUENOS AIRES

23 February 1979

Jd B Ure Esq MVO —
South America Department

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SW1

Bean Wi,

e
RESTORATION OF AMBASSADORS //'Epr

IS Thank you for the guidance given in your tele-letter of 9
February. You should know that over the week-end of 10-1ll February
articles were published in the Argentine press stating that there
would soon be an Argentine Ambassador in London. The name of

Dr Carlos Ortiz de Rozas was specifically mentioned. One newspaper
reported that the Argentine Chargé called on the Minister of State
on 16 February in this connection. You will doubtless let me know
whether there is any truth in this report, if today's Confidential
bag does not provide the answer.

20 If the Argentine Embassy in London seek agrément for an
Ambassador, it is likely that this will quickly become public
knowledge here. No doubt some weeks will elapse however before an
answer can be given. There is thus a danger that unless we do
something in the meantime the idea could get around that for one

of several reasons we were delaying agr&ment, and that the Argentines
were being rebuffed. As I hope that you agree that there would

not be advantage in delaying agrément, I suggest that as soon as it
is sought an announcement should be made by both governments that
Ambassadors would be appointed.

3. You may wish to discuss this with Hugh Carless when he is
in the Office. I enclose copies of this letter in case there are
others you wiwh to consult as well.

Yours ever
’ ¢9h4\ U by

J S Chick
Chargé d'Affaires a.i.

encs
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£PS/lord Goronwy-Roberts

T e ATy iy ey e e R B o Ex o por v
CALL O 1ORD GORONWY-ROBERTE BY SE GOWLAND: 10,30 AM
TUESDAY, 27 FEBRUARY

-

Jd B Ure

2% February 1979 South America Department
Copy: PS/Mr Rowla

COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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LINE TO TAKE

£

. Exchenge of Ambassadors./ 4 or Gowlznd will: kmew,

€ have been sble to respond positively te the approach
made by the Argentine Foreign Ministver and would consider
sympatheticslly any suitable candidate for the post
of Argentine Ambasszdor in London. Given all the good
work which Sr Gowland has done during his spell as
Chargé, he must feel particular satisfaction st this
evelopment.

concern

and

andsa. As Br Gowl
no proposals for a settlement can go forward
atisfied that they

themselves. We have given

British Government is s

ish parliament clear assurances

5. No side is going to win the dispute. Compromise is the
only way to solve the dispute as a whole. We should seek

©

+
(@]

break the present deadlock on sovereignty by looking

or agreement on specific issues. We are therefore glad

5

that at the last round of talks in Geneva, we were able

LG e
CONFIDENTIAL
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o look constructively at the theme of scientific co-operstior

ir. the Dependencies and at co-operstion in the maritime

the Dependencies with specisl reference to

by third parties. There are still differences
of approach but there t
ground between us to
goodwill agreement on
South Atlantic is withir

continuing concern both in

over the situation in

evant to the Falkland

nd Chilean Governments have agreed

6. Canning House seminar on Argentina. We are grateful

that Canning House, in association with the BOTB, is
orgaenising a business seminar on Argentina on 3 May. The
zim of the seminarwill be to examine Argentina's present
economic gitustion and the medium-term prospects for
British trade and investment. A representative group of
Argentine businessmen and officials will participate.

/MNeoeoo.

CONFIDENTIAL



invitetion tc i i
itetion to attend the seminar as
i b=

Kel .

ot oo
L o

(0]
m




BACKGROUND

1. Exchange of Ambzssadors. The new Argentine Foreign
i 14 our Chargé in Buences Lires that the
to restore relastions at Ambassadorial

to have an Ambassador in London

It was the Argentines who took

& .

January 1976 in recalling their
wing our then reluctance to engage in

ions over the Falklands. The Secretary
©

or in lLondon there should be no

er 77, Lima in February

m

"

¥ /
Geneva, no decisions have been taken

remain at an exploratory stage.

next round have not been made but
the Argentines have suggested a meeting at official level
in New York et the end of March.

2, Human Rights. The Government's gains against the

cuerillae have enabled the régime to show some signs of
rezponse to internstionsl criticism over huma rights in

CONFIDENTIAL /Argentins



Lrgertina. They have released a number of political
prisoners, reinstated the right of political detainees

to opt for exile and released the names of over 3500
prisquers in detention. But arrests and "disappearances”
continue. Self-imposed press censorship remaine and

trade union rights are still in abeyance.

Government. Humsn rights questions in Argentina are
s1lso conctantly reviewed with our partners in the

EEC. We participated in a formal démarche by the Nine

the Argentines last April.

£ to resort to force
and to reverse the recent military build-up in the

far South. Tension has since eased considerably.

of three disputed islands in the Beagle Channel by a
itigh-appointed Internstional Court of Arbitration has

itisk
left the two countries at odds over their common maritime

coNFIDENDIa, ¢ Poumdaries



A
~

ca. Chile is prepared

boundaries gt the tip of South Ameri
and zones, but mot

to negotiate over maritime limits a

ver territory to which she has an estsblished legal
right; whereas Argentina appears toc be insisting

on some territorial concession. In spite of the recent
iéténte, the two sides remain as far apart a8 ever

l on the substance of the issues.

CONFIDENTIAL
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1. The Argentinean Charge d'Affaires, Senor Gowland, is
making a farewell call on Lord Goronwy-Roberts at 10.30 am
on Tuesday 27 February.

2. I should be grateful if you would let me have a brief
by 12 noon on Monday 26 February. I should also be

grateful if someone from the department would attend to
take a note of the meeting.

F A Doherty
APS/Lord Goronwy-Roberts

14 February 1979

cc: PS/Mr Rowlands
PCD
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TELELETTER

To BUENOS AIRES vy
f&/}(\

CONF IDENTIAL 9 FEBRUARY, 1979

|
| FOLLOWING FOR J S CHICK, BUENOS AIRES
| FROM : J B URE, SAMD

RESTORATION OF AMBAS QDORS

| 18 +

| L.BA TELNO 39 REPORTED THAT WHEN HUGH CARLESS PAID A COURTESY

| CALL ON THE NEW FOREIGN MINISTER, THE LATTER RAISED WITH HIM THE
QUESTION OF RESTORING RELATIONS AT AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL. AS HAD
BEEN EXPECTED, SR MANRIQUE ALSO RAISED THIS EXPLICITLY W1TH

MR ROWLANDS DURING THEIR TALK ON 8 FEBRUARY.

2, MR ROWLANDS REMINDED MANRIQUE THAT |T WAS THE ARGENTINES WHO
INITIATIVE [N WITHDRAWING THEIR AMBASSADOR, AND IF THEY
NOW WISHED TO REINSTATE ONE IN LONDON WE WOULD NOT FORESEE ANY
POLITICAL PROBLEMS ABOUT ACCEPTING A SUITABLE CANDIDATE,

MR ROWLANDS WENT ON TO SAY THAT WE WOULD OF COURSE BE CONSIDERING
THE LEVEL OF OUR OWN REPRESENTATION IN BA IN THE LIGHT OF THESE

OF ALL THE PRACTICAL AND PERSONNEL CONSIDERATICNS

DEVELOPMENTS AND O
INVOLVED. SR MANRIQUE UNDERTOOK TO CONVEY THIS TO THE ARGENTINE

FOREIGN MINISTER,

TOOK THE

3. THE WAY 1S NOW CLEAR THEREFORE FOR THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

70 PROPOSE A CANDIDATE FOR AGREMENT. IT IS FOR THEM TO TAKE THE
INITIATIVE AND THIS LETTER IS PURELY TO KEEP YOU IN THE PICTURE

IN CASE IT IS RAISED AGAIN WITH YOU.

S1GNATURE,asssed B URE.
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Mr Alexander, POD lrh

ANGLO-ARGENTINE RELATIONS: IEVEL OF REPRESENTATION (E%i)

“he I sent you a copy of my submission of 2 February about
this and Mr Hall, Mr Yapp and the Private Secretary copied
to you subsequent minutes.

2l You may, however, now like to see the complete gubmission,
particularly as there are manuscript minutes by the PUS and

the Political Adviser which are relevant to your considerations
and which you have not previously seen.

Zir Mr Rowlands spoke to Sr Manrique in the terms of paragraph 2,

of my submission and Manrique undertook to convey this response
to the Argentine Foreign Minister. It is up to them to make

the next move. 1 have informed Mr Chick (in Mr Carless's absence
on leave) of the general terms of the exchange (copy of my tele-

letter attached).

- -

J B Ure

South America Department
9 February, 1979
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Mr Ur¢, SAmD
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Relations with Argentina ///(Ei)

The Secretary of State ha;/seég/and >osal in
approved your submission of 2 ebruary. my proposed
Jarless's
sphere)

1e Minister
gy own view

‘g ‘i “i“)“m” ‘ring cold

(G G H Walden)

S

8 February 1979
ca Department
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SEMINAR ON ANGLO ARGENTINE RELAT ONS

I I think you would wish to the proposal in
Mr Carless's teleletter of 24 Aanuary, and my proposed
reply. It is always possible (granted Mr Carless's
propensity to take things up in the stratosphere)

that he may.pevert to this proposal with the Minister
of State or;_nder—Secretaries; however, my own view
is that we need not consult them pefore pouring cold
water on the idea?

Jd B Ure
South America Department
7 February, 1979

s
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RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA @ ;
/

The Minister of State has seen Mr Ure's submission of 2 February
along with the subsequent minuting by Mr Hall, the PUS and

Mr Stephen. Mr Rowlands, endorsing Mr Stephen's point that very
careful press briefing will be necessary, supports the
recommendations. He has, in addition, commented :

"I met de Rosas in New York in 1975 over the Shackleton
affair. We could do business with him. He is a
professional heavyweight .

TR."

fretman

J W Yapp
7 February 1979

cc: PS/PUS
Sir A Parsons
Mr Hall
Mr Stephen
POD
PCD \
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TELELETTER i ,3({.\ s B

TO: H M CARLESS ESQ CMG BUENOS AIRES
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL

FILE REFERENCE: ALA 121/2 DATE: 6 FEBRUARY 1979

FROM: J B URE SAMD FCO

YOUR TELELETTER OF 24 JANUARY. SEMINAR ON ANGLO/ARGENTINE RELATIONS.

1. WE HAVE GIVEN THIS SOME THOUGHT., BUT, AS WAS THE CASE WITH YOUR
EARLIER PROPOSAL FOR A SEMINAR (LETTER FROM THE PUS OF 8 MASSH 1978)
OUR CONCLUSION REMAINS THAT SUCH INITIATIVES ARE FOR THE FUIBE.

THE FORTHCOMING CANNING HOUSE SEMINAR SHOULD KEEP UP THE MOMENT UM

ON THE ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL SIDE FOR THE TIME BEING. BUT, WE CANNOT
BEGIN TO THINK ABOUT A POLITICAL SEMINAR - IN WHICH, AS YOU YOURSELF
RECOGNISE, THE FALKLANDS WOULD INEVITABLY LOOM LARGE - UNTIL AFTER
AN ELECTION HERE AND CONSEQUENT DECISIONS ON OUR POLICY TWOWARDS

THE FALKLANDS AND ON RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA GENERALLY. IF COSTA
MENDEZ REVERTS TO HIS IDEA | HOPE YOU CAN CONFINE YOURSELF TO

SAYING THAT WE HAVE TAKEN NOTE OF HIS INITIATIVE AND WILL BEAR

IT IN MIND FOR THE FUTURE.

o, YOU WILL APPRECIATE THAT TO BE ANY MORE FORTHCOMING THAN THIS
COULD BEGIN TO APPROACH SOME FORM OF POSITIVE INTEREST. WE
SHOULD AVOID RAISING ANY HOPES, SINCE AS YOU WILL UNDERSTAND,
ANY INCOMING GOVERNMENT LATER THIS YEAR WILL WANT ITS OPTIONS

ON POLICY TO BE ENTIRELY OPEN.

3, WE SHOULD SPEAK ON SIMILAR LINES TO MACKENZIE IF HE RAISES THE
SUBJECT WITH US.

SIGNED. J B URE
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PS/PpS

Private Secretary
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RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA ,ﬁv‘/~
%71/

Problem

1. The new Argentine Foreign Minister has told Mr Carless
(BA tel no 39) that the Argentines would like to restore
relations at Ambassadorial level: how should we react?

Background

2. We had already heard that the question of Ambassadorial
representation may well come up when Sr Manrique, a former
Minister in Lenusse's military Government calls on Mr Rowlands
on 8 February (para 2 (iv) of BA tel no 54)r—,ALA}\5/LC@

3. My submission of 29 September, 1977 explains the background:
it was the Argentines who took the initiative in January

1976 in recalling their Ambassador following our then

reluctance to engage in serious negotiations over the

Falklands.

4, Sr Pastor has indicated that he would like to have an
Ambassador in London by the end of April. This timing ties
in with the departure of the present Chargé, Mr Gowland, who
has told us that he will be leaving London within the next

6 weeks. The Argentine Foreign Minister's candidate for

the post, Sr Ortiz de Rosas (personality note attached)
served as Argentine Ambassador to the UN from 1970-1977.

/Where... {|
CONFIDENTIAL 1
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Where Argentine national interests are concerned, he is tough
and uncompromising, but I would think him acceptable for
the post.

Argument

5. Unlike Chile (where we have said publicly that we would

not restore relations to Ambassador level unless there was

real and tangible evidence of an improvement in the

human rights situation) we have never imposed conditions

which the Argentine Government should meet (e.g. relating

to human rights or the Falklands dispute) before we would

consider a resumption of relations to Ambassador level.
—~\

6. The princAple ttractions to us of restoring relations

at AmbassadorT level are that this would facilitate the

conduct of the Falklands negotiations and other business,

and would make it unlikely that the Argentines - having

taken the initiative on this - would do anything to bring

our relations to a crisis within the first few months of

their Ambassador's arrival in London. This could be

very useful to us at the present time when, because of

the Islanders' reaction, we are facing a sticky patch

in the Falklands negotiations.

7. The main snag to us would be the possibility of criticism

in this country from the human rights lobby, who might

see the move as placating a vicious régime; and from

the Falkland Islanders and their lobby here, who might

see the move as & prelude to some new and dramatic

development. We could, of course, defend it in both

directions: firstly, to the human rights lobby we could

point out that we have used our Ambassadors in other South

American countries to bring pressure to bear both in defence

of human rights in general, and in protection of individuals;

secondly, to the Palkland Islanders we could point out

that since complex negotiations are in progress the
/pratical...

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

R
: for Ambassadors o
practical requirement/is self-evident and does not constitute
any change of policy.

8. Most of the criticism we might expect will be directed
towards the appointment of a British Ambassador in

Buenos Aires rather than the acceptance of an Argentine
Ambassador in London. It would be open to us to avoid

this criticism by accepting the Argentine Ambassador

and leaving our own Chargé. But this would to some

extent disappoint the Argentines and weigh against the
advantages mentioned in para 6 above. (If it will be

for others to make recommendations about whether, in the
event of our restoring an Ambassador, this would merely
involve a change of title for Mr Carless or the appointment
of a different officer; the PUS's minute of 11 October 1977
is relevant). 1 see no reason why we should hasten

to tailor the level of our own representation as an
immediate and automatic response to Argentine requests,

unless it suits us to do so for our own reasons.

Recommendation

9. I therefore recommend that if this question is raised
by Sr Manrique on 8 February, lir Rowlands should take

the line that it was the Argentines who took the initiative
in withdrawing their Ambassador, and if they now wish to
reinstate one in London we would not foresee any problems
about accepting a suitable candidate. If pressed about
whether we would simultaneously put an Ambassador into
Buenos Aires, lMr Rowlands might say that we would of course
be congidering this in the light of developments.

10. I further recommend that if and when the Argentines
appoint an Ambassador here we should review the

question of our own representation in Buenos Aires in
the light of the reaction in this country and in

the Falklands to the re-appearance of an Argentine

/Ambassador
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Ambassador in London; in the light of progress over
the next few weeks in our Falklands negotiations, and
in the light of the personnel considerations involved.

Jd B Ure
2 February, 1979 South America Department

Copies to:
Sir A Parsons
POD

PCD

I agree with the recommendation in paragraph 9. I think
that it would Jjust not be worth it to rebuff the Argentines on
this, particularly if they have taken the trouble to choose’in
Dr Ortiz de Rosas,a Very senior professional diplomat rather
than one of the military of ficers who must be queueing up ok
the job. Sr Manrique did not raise this with me directly at
dinner on %71 January but did make the point that it was very

necessary to improve Anglo/Argentine relations in all fields at
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a high level. He said this with particular reference tO the visit
of the Argentine Minister of Economy Dr Jost Martinez de Hoz %o
london at the beginning of May for the Argentine seminar to be
held by Canning House. He said that people like himself, who
wanted to see an end to military government in Argentina and to
counter-terrorist terrorism, felt the need for a return to a

strong connection with Britain. This was needed not only in the
economic field, where pent up Eritish investment on a large scale
could swing the balance in Martinez de Hoz's favour, but also in
the socio-politico sense where the British rather than the

American example could help towards the solution of Argentina's
fundamental problems. He said that the reorganisation going on

in the Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs was putting the
direction of policy into the hands of professionals who thought in
this way and that he and they welcomed the progress that had been
made in Anglo-Argentine relations over the Falkland Islands and
Antarctica. He had read Allara's report on the Geneva discussions

and said that it was extremely positive and encouraging.

2a I do not think that we need to decide on the recommendation

in paragraph 10 at the moment. I think there might be some
difficulties in having too long a gap between agreement to the
appointment of an Argentine Ambassador and a decision of principle
on our part to appoint an Ambassador. In practice we might not
need to make the appointment for some time, whether it involved

a change of title for Mr Carless or the appointment of someone
else. Mr Carless will be on leave in this country from 8 February

until the last week of March.

o=
5 February 1979 Hall A o-xn—/
cc Sir A Parsons

POD

PCD CONFIDENTIAL







e e S

g s 114

.

CONEIRDENTIAL

£

BUENOS AIRES as/1795/ JAN 79
TO PRIORITY FEO

TELHD 39 OF 34 JANUARY., ' i

ANCLO/ARGENTINE RELATIONS

1, 4HEN | PAID A COURTESY CALL ON THE FOREIGN MINISTER TODAY
SR. PASTOR TOLD ME THAT IT WAS HIS AIM TO RESTORE RELATIONS BETWEEN
ARGENTINA AND BRITAIN TO AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL.

5.  HE SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT CONCURRED, AND THAT HIS CWN
CANDIDATE FOR NOMINATION AS ARGEMTINE AMBASSADOR WAS ORTI17 RE

R0SAS (LP) . THE LATTER 15 NOW CHAIRMAN OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE

v COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT AKD ALSO A CANDIDATE TO CONOUCT, THE NEXT
ROUND OF NECOTIATIONS ITH CHILE, UNDER VATICAN MEDIATIO, OVER THE
PEASLE DISPUTE,

3. PASTOR SA1D THAT HE WAS IN NO HURRY TO MOVE QUICKLY, BUT WouLD
L1kE TO HAVE AN AMBASSADOR IN LONDON BY THE END OF APRIL, AND
I8 TIME FOR THE MINISTER OF ECOHOMY’S VISIT, HE MADE 8O

REFERENCE TO THE FALKLAMDS,
CARLESS
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Fv¥ BUENNS A|RES 2624447 JAN 79
| TO IMMED|ATE FCO

- TELNO 35 OF 26 JANUARY,

PERSOMAL FOR HEAD OF S AM D,

) A
1. 1 AM DJUE TO MAKE MFY FIRST COURTESY CALL ON THE FOREIGN
. INISTER LATE ON MONDAY , 00 JANUARY.

BLEASE LET ME KNOW IF THERE IS ANYTHING YOU WOULD WI1SH M=

i ™ SAY.
CARLESS

“ MNNN

SENT AT 26/2#4337 NSC
RECD AT 26/24%37 HH
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| FILE NO:  2929/3 DATE: 24 JANUARY 1970
!
|

FOLLOWING FOR: J B URE ESO MVO, SAMD
FROM: CHARGE D’AFFAIRES, BUENOS AIRES

SEMINAR ON ANGLO-ARCENTINE RELATIONS
1. YOU WILL REMEMBER THAT DR NICANOR COSTA MENDEZ, THE SECR
INTEQNATIONAL RELATIONS, WAS N LONDON DURING NOVEMBER AS A E
\ || SPONSORED VISITOR. WHEN THERE YE DISCUSSED WITH STEVEN MACKENZIZ |
1 THE POSSIRILITY OF A JOINT SEMINAR BETWEEN CANNING HOUSE AND THEO

» COUNCIL TO DISCUSS ANGLO/ARGENTINE RELATIONS. MACKENZIE WAS,

APPARENTLY, READY TO EXAMINE THE IDEA. ]
| o, COSTA MENDEZ, WHO 1S ORGANISING A NUMBER OF OTHER SEMINARS,RAISED - |
i | THE MATTER ACAIN IN A MEETING WITH DUDLEY ANKERSON, WHO 1S ACTING AS
|
|
5
l

THE EMRASSY’S CONTACT WITH THE COUNCIL. HE ASKED US TO WRITE TO
MACKENZIE REMINDING HIM OF THE PROJECT AND CONFIRMING HIS INTEREST.

WS COMPLIED WITH HIS REQUEST (ILLMAN’S LETTER TO MACKENZI|E OF 1°
JANUARY, COPIED TO MALCOMSON, REFERS),

3, MEANWHILE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR THOUGHTS ONM THE POLITICAL
ASPECTS OF ANY SUCH SEMINAR, THE COUNCIL IS A NON=ROVERNMENTAL BODY
SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESSMEN, BUT |IT ENJOYS PO“D WELATIONS ﬂmTﬂ T“E
PRESENT COVERNMENT, A -3
VIS INTERPRETED nY THDSE 0PPOSED TO ANY cwss,u’mnﬂ;
PRITISH AND ARGENTINE GOVERNMENTS,
L, MY OWN VIEW IS THATs
(L) HuC SHOULD, IN PRINCIR ,




THE MATTER AGAIN IN A MEETING WITH DUDLEY ARRERSEE, S/ o .

Me EwBASSY'S CONTACT WITH THE COUNCIL. HE ASKED US TO WRETE 1

WACKENZIE REMINDING HIM OF THE PROJECT AND CONFIRMEHE SHS INTEREST.

WS COMPLIED WITH HIS REQUEST ( 1LLMAN’S LETTER TO MACKENZIE OF 19

JANUARY, COPIED TO MALCOMSON, REFERS).

3. MEANWMILE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE POLITICAL

\<PECTS OF ANY SUCH SEMINAR. TME COUNCIL 18 A NON=GOVESNMENESS BODY

SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESSMEN, BUT T ‘ENJOYS GOOBEREEATEES WpTH THE

SRESENT COVERNMENT, AND IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR SUCH A SEMIEERESS BE

W15 |NTERPRETED BY THOSE OPPOSED TO ANY CLOSEP CONTACT BETWEEN THE

AR 1TISH AND ARGENTINE GOVERNMENTS.

k. MY OWN VIEW 1S THAT:

(1)  HMG SHOULD, IN PRINCIPLE, WELCOME THE PROPOSAL FOR & SEMINAR ¥

(CF. THE ANRLO=POLISH ROUND TARLE CONFERENCES WHICH BEGAN IN... - keﬁ
THE 19645)3 3

(11) ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT 1TS TIMING DEPENDED ON THE APPRO= §

oR|ATEPOLITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES:

(111) IN APPROPRIATE CIRCUMSTANCES, A SEMINAR COULD BE VALUABLE [N

syMBOLISING A MORE MODERN RELATIONSHIP BETWEER BRITAIN AND

AQCENTINA AND IN DRAWING PUBLIC ATTENTION TO THE MUTUAL

\OVANTAGES OF CO-OPERATION IN THE S W ATLANTICTANO THE

ANTARCTICt

(1v) THE IDEA OF SUCH A SEMINAR MIGHT EVEN BE DISCUSSED IN THE

VARGIN OF THE NEXT ROUND OF ANGLO-ARGENTINE TALKS, 178 FORM

AND PARTICIPANTS COULD BE DEVISED TO SUPPORT THE DIRECTION

JUICH OUR NEGOTIATIONS ARE TAKING:

()  THE EARLIEST A SEMINAR COULD TAKE PLACE WOULD BE LATE 1979 03

CaRLY 1083, THE TIMING BEIN DEPENDENT ON CIRCUMSTANGES IR J0TH

——————————

COUNTRIES AND THE NEGOTIATIONS:

fyl) SOME OF THE NEGOTIATORS MIGHT EVEN TAKE PART IN ANY SEMIVAR.

(31°NED) HUGH CARLESS
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1«
in-Chief of the Argenting>Air

Junta by Brigadier Genergl

20 MOD have sought our agreement to the Chief of the Air Staff
sending the following message to General Gaffigna:

"On beii%£L3£9311 members of the Royal Air Force I send
you congratulations and all good wishes on your

appointment as Commander-in-Chief".

5. Mr Rowlands approved a similar message of congratulations
last October from the First Sea Lord to the new Commander-in-Chief
of the Argentine Navy, Admiral Lambruschini (my submission of

20 October). MOD say that the present message is on standard
lines and conforms to the messages sent whenever the Chief of

the Air Staff learns of the appointment of the head of another

air force. MOD also see advantage in making this gesture since

it is now General Gaffigna who will have the final word on the
Hawk advanced jet trainer contract.

4, I recommend that we should raise no objection to this
message being sent.

Aibag g .‘

A J Sindall
South America Department B

2% January, 1979




MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB
Telephone 01-218 2638 (Direct Dialling) i

01-218 8000  (Switchboard) / i
Jrod| |
[ ') J

5 S
Your reference

T H Malcomson, Esq . B
South American Department
Foreign and Commonwealth Office D/DS8/23/53

Date

\S January 1979

Dear M cr&. Cowniow

NEW COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARGENTINE ATR FORCE /

1. We spoke about the appointment of a mew Commander-in-Chief of the Argentine

Air Force and the fact that the Chief of the Air Staff might wish to send him a short
signal extending, on a personal basis, his congratulations and best wishes. This is
a fairly standard procedure when CAS learns of the appointment of the head of

another Air Force in advance but in this case CAS's Office have asked us to ensure
that there would be no political objection to such a message.

2. CAS is away from his office at present but returns tomorrow (Friday) and, if he
wishes to send such a signal, will probably want to do so then. I would be grateful,
therefore, if you could let me know as soon as possible whether there is any political
objection. CAS's Office have emphasised that any message would be purely personial.

s A copy of the signal from Buenos Aires carrying news of the appointment is
attached.

O\)*f‘)\ S ce
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