
Message to the State President from the Prime
Minister

http://www.aluka.org/action/showMetadata?doi=10.5555/AL.SFF.DOCUMENT.mem00000000.035.017.d1.18a

Use of the Aluka digital library is subject to Aluka’s Terms and Conditions, available at
http://www.aluka.org/page/about/termsConditions.jsp. By using Aluka, you agree that you have read and
will abide by the Terms and Conditions. Among other things, the Terms and Conditions provide that the
content in the Aluka digital library is only for personal, non-commercial use by authorized users of Aluka in
connection with research, scholarship, and education.

The content in the Aluka digital library is subject to copyright, with the exception of certain governmental
works and very old materials that may be in the public domain under applicable law. Permission must be
sought from Aluka and/or the applicable copyright holder in connection with any duplication or distribution
of these materials where required by applicable law.

Aluka is a not-for-profit initiative dedicated to creating and preserving a digital archive of materials about
and from the developing world. For more information about Aluka, please see http://www.aluka.org

http://www.aluka.org/action/showMetadata?doi=10.5555/AL.SFF.DOCUMENT.mem00000000.035.017.d1.18a
http://www.aluka.org


Message to the State President from the Prime Minister

Author/Creator Thatcher, Margaret

Date 1985?

Resource type Memorandums

Language English

Subject

Coverage (spatial) South Africa, United Kingdom, Southern Africa (region),
Southern Africa (region)

Coverage (temporal) 1985?

Source Digital Imaging South Africa (DISA)

Rights required

Description Memorandum from Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom, to the Prime Minister of South Africa,
containing the declaration from the Commonwealth Heads
of Government meeting

Format extent
(length/size)

2 pages

http://www.aluka.org/action/showMetadata?doi=10.5555/AL.SFF.DOCUMENT.mem00000000.035.017.d1.18a

http://www.aluka.org

http://www.aluka.org/action/showMetadata?doi=10.5555/AL.SFF.DOCUMENT.mem00000000.035.017.d1.18a


MESSAGE TO THE STATL KL.ID.LLNT FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

Dear Mr President 

First let me thank you for your very full letter of 4 October 

setting out your Government's reform programme. I found it helpful 

to have this before our Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.  

That meeting is jc;: coming to an end. It has been 

dominated by the issu( cuth Africa and by demands from virtually 

all the participants for extensive trade and economic sanctions 

against your Government. 1 have found myself to all intents 

and purposes alone in resisting these. In doing so, I have 

placed great weight on your assurance to me that you are taking 

steps to end all racial discrimination and to give effect to the 

principle of participation by all comannities in the political 

process.  

The outcome of our discussions here has been a declaration 

setting out our approach. This comprises a firm condemnation of 

apartheid, a call for a political dialogue between the South 

African Government and representatives of the black community in 

the context of a suspension of violence on all sides, and a 

political signal to your Government by the introduction of specific 

measures. In our case, these are the measures which we are already 

taking with two very minor additions: action to preclude import 

of Krugerrands and withdrawal of official support for trade missions 

and fairs. Although they are very minor indeed, I should frankly 

have preferred not to take these steps. But they were necessary 

to secure the reference to an end to violence and support for a 

dialogue.  

It is also proposed to establish a group of "eminent 

Commonwealth persons" to make contact with your Government and 

representatives of all communities to encourage the process of 

political dialogue in South Africa. May I urge you to welcome 
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the establishment of the group and offer in principle to co-operate 

with it. It would undermine the efforts which I have made to 

resist pressure for trade and economic sanctions against South 

Africa if you were to reject the proposed mission. We shall 

keep you informed of the details as they en~e.ge: and shall do 

our best to impress on the members of the proposed group the need 

to avoid prejudicial statements and positions (though you will 

recognise that some things are bound to be said which your 

Government will find distasteful).  

I sincerely believe that the outcome of the meeting as a 

whole can be regarded as not unhelpful from South Africa's point 

of view and as lending support to the course on which your 

Government is embarked.  

Yours sincerely 

MARGARET THATCHER 
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