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There might be a deal with France or there might

be & swsait crunch, either under French chairmanship
or under the chairmanship of another Community member.
These called for different approaches. It would

be a mistake to go too far in reaching piece-meal
agreement leaving us at the end with n to
bargain away in return for what we wanted.

With re to a visit the Prime iinister
to see President Pompidou in Paris in April, it was
agreed that it was not possible to take a decision
on this before we had seen how matters went at the
mee on 18 March and possibly also the outcome
of the Prime Minister's visit to Bonn. There was
no point in a meeting with President Pompidou unless
he was prepared to do business. There were still
conflicting reports on this. A meeting could provide
a means of enabling the French to "step domn". It
would be more relevant if we were wor to a settle-
ment at the May meeting than if we were of
& later summit crunch. A possible deal with

President would be Community preference
and New Zealand dairy leaving ﬂnm
ing with the President should

to be settled. A

in case deal with wider issues than
ting problems. i
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Commission's estimates were over optimistic there

was tactical advantage in a to accept them
grmmu,lmwmmm -~

special hardship in the when
they wrong.

copies of this letter to Tickell
Iancaster), Sir Con 0'Neill

_ cellor of of
| | and ce), Sir william Nield
Oﬂiﬂ;g e u'hw:uiﬂablmt Office).

(SGD.) P.J.S. MON
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
PARIS

12 ¥arch, 1971.

Dear Arwokbn,

A Possible Meeting between the
Prime NMInIsTer and Precident rompldou

You will have seen the copy I sent you of the
letter I wrote to Denls Greenhill about my talk on
§-llarch with Jobert,

During this talk and in the context of Jobert's
remarks about the need for very carerul preguratiun
of an eventual Prime Minister/Pompidou meet ng I
asked Jobert whether he saw any prospect of going to
London himself in the coming weeks. (What I had in
mind, and what doubtless Jobert understood, was that
he and the Prime Minister knew each other and had
a confident relationship. At the same time there
is probably no one who knows Pompidou's thoughts
better. ITr he were in London, i m1§nt be possible
for him to have a private talk with the Prime
Minister, to explain some of Pompidou's thinking
about the subject-matter of their talks and, in
return, convey to Pompidou a first-hand account of

nister thought the talks might go.)

id there was a possibility. As it
ife was pressing him tut{fy to, spend
on the South Coastand

- he could manage to visit
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SECHET AND PERGONAL

dirficult in that the Prime Minlster 1s hoping te
be away from & - 18 April. Whether Jobert could
make a Ea?uratu trip speclfically to see the Prime
Minister I do not know. It would take on some thing
of a different aspect in that it would lose its
"naturalness" and I presume the Elysée would have
in mind the susaeEtibility of the Qual and of
Courcel. But if the Prime Minister would like me
to pursue this further perhaps you could let me
know what would be a convenient date for him and I
could ralse it again with Jobert when I see him
later this month. But I repeat there is no commi t-
ment and there would be no difficulty in dropping

the whole 1dea.

For the time being this letter is strictly Ifor
elf, I am not sending a cugy to anyone in the
I hope the Prime Minister will share my
, 1f he wishes this idea Lo De ued,
1d Commonwealth Secretary should be
R & that case, we should consider how to
he record in whatever way is Dbest.
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Europe

These papers are for your meeting with the
Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and the Chancellor
of the ]Juuhy of Lancaster at 11.00 a.m. on Monday,

15 March. Eir William Nield and Sir Con O'Neill

:mmw& invited.
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